Egyptian committee approves ACC pact 

CAIRO (Petra)— The Economic and Arab Affairs Conndttcc of the 
Egyptian • Peoples Assembly Sunday endorsed the. Arab Cooperation 
CoucB lACC) te r teme n t, which ms signed by leaders of tbe tow 
fmmdfeg member states — Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and Norib Yemen. Tbe 
cpmmftfrrs’ approval was rnntained In a report m intm-d to tbe Peoples 
National Assembly fin* endenonent daring its seated, wMch wfflbehefd 
March 18, Egypt's n at ional economy mintor stressed tbe importance of 
tbe agreeuert, saying that it serves Arab objectives and paves tbe way for 
c stahfi i fcing an Arab market. AhoJa Cairo, a nmnber of Egyptian writers 
and fn tefcdn ab bate pndsed the ACC and said It would open the door for 
Arab writers and tottfkctnais to create pan-Arab Bterature capable of 
eroding aH-a^wcts oT dfrisfoas and spHt. Secretary General of tbe Higher 
Conncfl far JonmaHsm proposed that Arab writers and inlcBectnab hold 
nyinn«thpto nri^ dew^dillM ^^ Bii«to H iiiaMetl» 

bmoraftye Arab work. The Egyptian writer Snhair Qdinwri fiat 
btqntbn b not a men eeooomte necessity, but a vital dement for fife. 
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Mahdi to form new government 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s presidency Sunday urged (be quick 
formation of a new gover nm en t committed to ending tbe dvil war which 
threatens efforts to avert another famine. The Supreme Conncfl, which acts 
as a collective presidency, said Sunday it had accepted tbe resign atio n of 
Prime Minister Sadcq AI Mahdi’s cabinet at fab request. It urged political 
parties and trade unionists to speed up talks an forming a new 
administration and called on Mahdi to pot together a new cabinet within 
hoars. Mahdi, under pressure from generals demanding either peace or 
victory to the devastating five-year soothera war, told reporters a new 
government would be formed as soon as possible. Tbe five-man conncfl said 
earlier tbe cabinet's resignation would pave tbe way for a government 
representing afi political forces inside and outside parliament. The main 
issue is whether (he militan t National Islamic Front (NIF), which wants a 
military solution to the war, wfll figure in a new administration- Western 
and Arab di plomats say the cxdudon of tbe NIF could provide a better 
atmosphere for peace efforts. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, tbe 
Regent, Sunday meets representatives of various 


Regent approves creation of 
Unified Economic Council 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Sunday expressed his 
approval of the creation of a 
Unified Economic Council as 
proposed by representatives of 
the various Jordanian economic 
and financial institutions to help 
coordinate different tasks in- 
volved in the process of stimulat- 
ing !he national economy. 

Prince Hassan, speaking at a 
meeting with these representa- 
tives at the Royal Court, said he 
would back tbe creation of such a 
council and he proposed the in- 
clusion of the beads of the* econ- 
omic councils of the northern, 
central and southern regions of 
the country as council members. 


in addition to the constituent 
members. 

Tbe council's idea was brought 
to the Regent's attention at the 
meeting following a series of dis- 
cussions held earlier by repre- 
sentatives of the economic orga- 
nisations, bankers, financiers, 
businessmen, industrialists and 
other private sector personalities 
to reach a formula to boost the 
on-going economic development 
process in the Kingdom. 

According to a statement here 
these organisations reached con- 
sensus on the formation, of the 
council which would coordinate 
private and public sector efforts 
at the local and regional levels to 
promote the process of invest- 


Arafat ‘ready to go to Jerusalem* 


ROME (Agencies) — PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat says he’s 
ready to “go to Jerusalem" to 
convince Israel to accept an inter- 
national conference on the Mid- 
dle East, according to an inter- 
view published Sunday. 

Arafat, in an interview with the 
Rome newspaper La RepubbUca, 
also said, that the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
“will develop the dialogue under- 
way with the American adminis- 
tration because much depends on 
Washington." 

“We will insist on having inter- 
national peace conference on the 
Middle East. If the United States 
wants to convene such a confer- 
ence, the leaders of Israel, those 
intransigents, even before the 
doves, will agree to it." he was 
quoted as saying. 

Asked bow to break down 
Israel's resistance to the idea of 
having an international peace 
conference, with both tbe United 
States and the Soviet Union parti- 
cipating, Arafat said: 

“I am ready to follow (the late 
Egyptian President Anwar) 
Sadat's path. To go to Jerusalem. 
But I am not Sadat. I move with 
full consent of the Arab leaders. 
The late Egyptian president went 
to Jerusalem without Arab assent 
and support, making concessions 
on the right of self-determination 
for Palestinians. A right that did 
not belong to him. 

“If Sadat had taken his initia- 
tive with Arab assent and sup- 
port, holding firm to positions of 


principles, there would have been 
a Palestinian state today." Arafat 
was quoted as saying. 

“But he pushed too far for- 
ward, too much in a hurry, mak- 
ing too many concessions," Ara- 
fat was quoted as saying. 

Sadat's visit to Israel in 
November 1977 helped pave the 
way for the 1979 peace treaty 
between Egypt and Israel. Sadat 
was assassinated in October 1981 . 

Arafat told tbe interviewer that 
be doesn’t care that Israeli leader 
Yitzhak Shamir has called him a 
killer. “I am ready to negotiate 
with those that want peace." 

Sh amir has said he would put 
Arafat in jail if he came to Jeru- 
salem. 

Arafat was quoted assaying: “I 
know there is controversy about 
our fighters in southern Lebanon. 
This activity can be suspended. 
But on three conditions: That 
Israel stops the air raids, that it 
stops deporting Palestinians from 
the occupied territories, that it 
puts an end to the use of arms in 
repressing” the Palestinian up- 
rising. 

In the interview be praised 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, with whom he recently met. 
“Mubarak illuminates the path 
for us as a true brother.” 

Arafat also said he received a 
letter from Chinese officials brief- 
ing him on their recent talks with 
U.S. President George Bush. “I 
must say that Bush has assumed 
an excellent attitude (about the 
Middle East). Encouraging.” He 


did not elaborate. 

The PLO leader urged the 
European Community to under- 
take constructive and concrete 
initiatives that go beyond infor- 
mational missions. “Europe 
backed Israel from the beginning. 
Now Israel forgets that and re- 
fuses every European initiative.” 

Canada praises Arafat 

Meanwhile Canadian External 
Affairs Minister Joe Dark has 
praised Arafat for “courageous 
and constructive” peace efforts 
and says Canada is considering 
upgrading relations with the 
PLO. 

There “are very sound argu- 
ments that can be made for in- 
creasing the level of that con- 
tact," Clark said. “We are con- 
sidering that now.” 

He made the comments yester- 
day on the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (CBC) radio 
programme, Momingside, during 
which he noted that Canada is the 
only Western country that limits 
relations with the PLO to middle- 
ranking officials. 

Clark said that by not recognis- 
ing the PLO, Canada could hurt 
its own recently attained role on 
tbe United Nations Security 
Council . “Canada has a role to 
play (in the Middle East). I don’t 
want to exaggerate it. I do not 
want us to slip behind in our 
capacity to play that role. I am 
very conscious of the public con- 
cerns that we are in danger of 
slipping behind.” 


Ramtha development seminar ends 


Crown Prince urges dialogue 
for comprehensive development 


RAMTHA (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Sunday 
called on all development councils in the 
country to pursue dialogue on a regular 
basis, with a view to measuring their achieve- 
ments, noting that such a step lays the 
foundation for broad-based public participa- 
tion. 


Jordanian economic and fmanrial institutions at the 
Royal Court (Petra photo) 


ments and boost national produc- 
tion. 

The council members are heads 
of various commercial, industrial, 
banking, insurance, tourism, 
transport and other organisa- 
tions, as well as the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association. 

Prince Hassan commended the 
efforts of the council members 
and said their efforts reflected a 
true exercise of democratic in- 
teraction and a responsible move 
designed to serve the nation. 

Present at the meeting was His 
Majesty King Hussein’s private 
advisor Amer Kbammash, Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Hamdi 
Tab baa and Royal Court offi- 
cials. 


Addressing the closing session 
of tbe Ramtha development 
seminar, held Sunday under his 
patronage. Prince Hassan stres- 
sed the importance of such meet- 
ings in enriching responsible local 
dialogue and developing it into a 
model for the broader and more 
comprehensive development. 

Tbe Crown Prince noted that 
holding such dialogues on a regu- 
lar basis does not constitute an 
end in itself, but “is meant to give 
these councils a wider role in 
building credibility with citizens, 
thus assuring them that the local 
administration's experience has 
developed and is taking a clear 
shape." 

Prince Hassan called on the 
local councils to act in line with 
the royal directives, as contained 
in the comprehensive develop- 
ment charter, and to maintain 
contacts with the Council of Secre- 
taries General as well as the three 
sectoral councils represented in 
this meeting, to follow up on the 
new developments on the econo- 
mic and financial, scenes. 

“All development efforts — 
whether local or national — con- 
tribute to the goal of reactivating 
the economic sector’s efforts, to 


help it adjust to the new circumst- 
ances and to increase develop- 
ment investment through an inte- 
grated programme, that covers all 
fields, such as science, technolo- 
gy, education and communica- 
tions, in addition to institutional 
development," the Crown Prince 
said. 

Prince Hassan called for coor- 
dinating the efforts of the various 
government institutions through 
tiie Council of Secretaries Gener- 
al and the Higher Council of 
Pl annin g, to organise the deci- 
sion-making process. 

The Regent highlighted the im- 
portance of establishing the Uni- 
fied Economic Council for tbe 
private sector institutions, saying 
that it ensures coordination be- 
tween these institutions. 

Sunday's development seminar 
was opened by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Education Minister 
Thouqan Hindawi, who depu- 
tised for Prince Hassan. 

. Hindawi said the government 
has provided the necessary ser- 
vices and facilities to encourage 
citizens to set up productive eco- 
nomic projects. 

He said that the Jordanian eco- 
nomy is now undergoing a stage 


of adjustment, characterised by 
curbs in expenditure in line with 
the priorities set by the develop- 
ment plans. 

This stage, Hindawi said, en- 
tails “strengthening our produc- 
tion bases with the aim of achiev- 
ing self-sufficiency and increasing 
exports." 

Hindawi highlighted the impor- 
tant role Che private sector can 
play in setting up and developing 
productive projects, saying they 
constitute “the genuine pillar of 
the national economy." 

At the conclusion of the meet- 
ings, a plan of action for three 
sectors was approved. 

The local councils plan of ac- 
tion called on the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment to set up an 
organisational council for 
Ramtha and to define its duties, 
provided that such a council be 
set up not later than April 15. 

The plan also included the 
formation of a joint technical 
ram from the ministry, Ramtha 
municipality and Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy (JUST), to study means of 
improving and beautifying 
Ramtha. 

The social sector's plan of ac- 
tion called on the Ministry of 
Youth to complete the Ramtha 
stadium before 1990. It entrusted 


the Youth and Education minis- 
tries with building a multi-pur- 
pose sports complex and estab- 
lishing youth centres. 

Concerning labour and social 
development, the plan called for 
forming a local committee, 
grouping people from the Minis- 
try of Social Development. Yar- 
rnouk University, JUST and the 
social institutions, to study the 
traditional industries in the dis- 
trict, with a view to developing 
them. 

The plan also also called for 
establishing a special education 
and rehabilitation centre. 

In the health sector, the plan 
called on the National Medical 
Institution (NMI) to develop 
Ramtha Hospital and to draw up 
a long-term plan for curative ser- 
vices. 

In education, the plan called 
for constructing school buildings 
and carrying out adult education 
and teacher training prog- 
rammes. 

The agricultural sector's plan 
of action called for defining the 
uses of water from Al Wihdah 
Dam with a view to meeting the 
basic needs of citizens in Ramtha 
district. 

It also provided for establishing 
earth dams, drilling water wells, 
and undertaking studies on 
ground water. 


Iraq wants Egypt back in health council 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq urged other Arab countries Saturday to 
re-admit Egypt to the Arab Health Ministers’ Council. The 
official Iraqi news agency said acting Health Minister Abdul 
Sal am Mohammad Saeed cabled Moroccan Health Minister 
Tayeb Bencheikh, current chairman of the council. He asked that 
the council discuss the issue at its meeting in Libya March 18. 


Islamic states likely to resist Iran’s stand on Rushdie 


OIC meeting begins today 


RIYADH (R) — Iranian press- 
ure for a tough stance over the 
Rushdie affair will meet resistance 
at a meeting of Islamic Foreign 
Ministers opening in Riyadh 
Monday. Arab diplomats and de- 
legates said. 

Most states in the 46-member 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) would rather focus on 
Afghanistan, the Middle East and 
other issues, they added. 

Muslims across the world have 
attacked Rushdie's novel The 
Satanic Verses as blasphemous 
and Iran has urged the OIC to 
take a firm stand on the issue. 

But OIC foreign ministers, 
while likely to condemn the 
book, are unlikely to follow Iran 
in calling for Rushdie's execu- 
tion. 

Nor are they anxious to be 
dragged into an open clash with 
the West or give conflicts in 
Afghanistan, the Middle East, 
Lebanon and tbe Gulf second 
billing, the diplomats added. 

Saudi Arabia wants the OIC to 
formally recognise an interim 
government formed by Afghan 
rebels after last month's Soviet 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, 
but is unlikely to press the de- 
mand if most other countries dis- 
sent, the diplomats said. 

A draft agenda finalised Satur- 
day contained no reference to the 
Rushdie affair after an item sub- 


mitted by Iran on “cultural 
attacks on Islam” was dropped. 
But delegates said it could be 
revived later. 

Iran boycotted an OIC in 1987 
and walked out of cbe last foreign 
ministers meeting in Amman last 
year. 

Tehran cut ties with Britain last 
Tuesday and has threatened simi- 
lar moves against other Western 
states who condemned Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini’s call last 
month for Rushdie's death. 

Iranian newspapers challenged 
OIC states Sunday to show their 
commitment to Islam by taking a 
firm position against the book 
and clarifying that they would 
retaliate against such attacks. 

A religious official in Indone- 
sia, which has the world's largest 
Muslim community, told Reuters 


in Jakarta “hopefully they (the 
OIC) could do something to stop 
the Muslim's anger and not up- 
hold the death sentence against 
the writer... 

“We don’t have to follow 
Khomeini's call to kill him," he 
said. 

Egypt, Jordan and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) want the OIC to throw its 
weight behind Middle East peace 
moves. 

“The Iranians might bring it 
(The Satanic Verses) up but there 
are more important issues the 
member states will want to dis- 
cuss," a senior Egyptian official 
told Reuters. 

Afghan rebels attending the 
meeting as observers hope to win 
the OIC seat of the government 


in Kabul, whose membership was 
suspended after the 1979 Soviet 
invasion. 

Only Saudi Arabia has recog- 
nised a rebel interim government 
formed after the Soviet military 
withdrawal last month. Several 
OIC states, including current 
chairman Kuwait, have diploma- 
tic ties with Kabul. 

Other items on the draft agen- 
da include an Iraqi-sponsored re- 
solution on Gulf war prisoners, 
civil war in Sudan, U.S. threats 
against Libya and the status of 
the Golan Heights, which Israel 
occupied in 1967 and later 
annexed. 

The OIC meeting is the first 
since Iran and Iraq ended their 
eight-year war with a ceasefire 
last August. 


Ex-Israeli 
intelligence 
chief urges 
two-state 
solution 

NEW YORK (R) — A former 
Israeli military intelligence chief 
has said that his government 
should accept the creation of a 
neighbouring Palestinian state 
and criticised a law which bans 
contacts with Palestinians. 

Yehoshafat Harkabi told an 
informal conference with Palesti- 
nian officials in New York that 
Israel’s law banning contacts was 
“an infringement on the most 
basic human rights, to meet and 
talk.” 

He said the Israeli govern- 
ment’s adherence to a one-state 
solution “blocks the road to 
peace." 

Last November the Palestine 
National Counal (PNC), political 
arm of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, proclaimed an in- 
dependent state in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and adopted a two-state 
solution. 

At least 400 Palestinians and 16 
Israelis have been killed in a 
15-month-old Palestinian uprising 
in the territories, occupied by 
Israel in the 1967 war. 

The three-day conference, 
sponsored jointly by the Israeli 
journal New Outlook and the 
Palestine weekly Al Fajr, brought 
together four current and four 
former members of the Israeli 
parliament and six members of 
the council. 

Palestinian Nabil Shah'ath, 
chairman of the council's Political 
Committee, said he was “very 
optimistic" about the prospects 
for peace. 

He said “we have to break the 
barriers preventing us from talk- 
ing to each other" and said his 
presence in New York was a 
“hopeful sign." 

He and several other Palesti- 
nian delegates to the conference 
were initially denied visas by the 
U.S. government but were 
allowed to enter the country late 
last week. 

The three-day conference, cal- 
led “tbe road to peace,” ends 
Monday. 

The Jerusalem Post newspaper* 
in Israel quoted Shah'ath as 
saying the PLO would respond 
favourably to an expected call 
from a leading Israeli activist for 
a “peace day” in the occupied 
territories. 

The Post said Tzali Reshef, a 
leader of Israel's largest peace 
movement “Peace Now,” would 
call on the conference for a day- 
long cessation of violence on 
April 1. 

“We support the principle,” 
Shah'ath told the newspaper but 
he said it was up to the uprising 
leaders in the territories to fix a 
date. 


Israeli soldier stabbed in 
West Bank protests 


U.S.-lsrael to discuss new peace moves 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States is looking to Israel to 
begin discussing new ideas to end 
the Arab-Isxaeli conflict when 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens 
visits Washington this week, U.S. 
officials say. 

The visit, including talks with 
President George Bush and 
Secretary of State James Baker 
Monday, is the first high-level 
contact between Israel and tbe 
new U.S. administration, which 
took office in January.' 

It coinrides with new dynamics 
in the Middle East that have 
spawned optimism among some 
U.S. officials and pnvate analysts 
that there is an unusual opportun- 
ity for movement towards peace. 

A Stati Department Middle 
East-expert said there is no;U_$. 
pressure on Israel to produce a 
detailed plan for peace in the 
occupied territories whpre a 
Palestinian" pprismg began 15 
months ago.- ' 

But he ..iokl Reuters; “We 


would like them to think up some 
ideas... that are new, serious, 
creative, can challenge the 
Palestinians (and can) show that 
Israel is a leader in a movement 
for peace.” 

He said U.S. officials believe 
Israel is seriously looking at the 
problem. 

Israeli sources in occupied 
Jerusalem said at the weekend 
that as part of measures designed 
to appease Washington, Israel 
was likely to reopen schools in 
the occupied West Bank soon and 
to release some Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

The New York Times Sunday 
quoted an unnamed White House 
official as saying the Bush admi- 
nistration was also appealing to 
Israeli leaders to consider easing 
economic restrictions oh Palesti- 
nians who have not paid taxes 
since the uprising started, and to 
end or limit administrative deten- 
tions of Palestinians. 

. Arena's visit precedes one by 


Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, expected in early April. 

“What Arens has in mind is an 
exchange of views with the new 
administration.” an Israeli diplo- 
mat said. “If and when new ideas 
come up. it will be when the 
prime minister gets here." 

“(Arens mil) come with an 
open mind (but) it's the first visit, 
so we should be realistic,” the 
diplomat told Reuters. 

He “will try to reach an under- 
standing with the U.S. govern- 
ment, try to explore common 
ground and if possible to get 
coordination of position.” 

The uprising in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip has greatly inten- 
sified international pressure on 
both sides to move towards 
peace. 

But Israel is widely viewed as 
more resistant. 

- The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has recently 
shown what some U.S. analysts 
judge to be serious interest in 


negotiating peace with Israel 
directly. 

By meeting U.S. conditions to 
renounce terrorism and recognise 
Israel’s right to exist, the PLO 
forced Washington to resume a 
dialogue after a 13-year break. 

Raids by PLO factions against 
Israel have caused a strain in tha t 
dialogue, but Baker insists on 
keeping it going, despite Israeli 
pressure to end it. 

The White House official 
quoted by the New York limes 
said the administration had speci- 
fic suggestions for the PLO on 
ways to ease tensions in the occu- 
pied territories. These included 
an end to violent demonstrations, 
anti-Israeli raids from southern 
Lebanon and distributing in- 
flammatory leaflets. 

Arens is expected to press Bak- 
er further to halt the PLO-U.S. 
talks, which are scheduled to 
enter a more substantive phase at 
a meeting in Tunis within the next 
two weeks. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A Palestinian protester stab- 
bed an Israeli soldier in the West 
Bank town of Bethlehem Sunday 
in the latest of a series of attacks 
which could signal a new phase in 
the Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule. 

Tbe area commander told 
Israel Radio the Palestinian, 
stopped by troops for “routine 
questioning,” drew a knife from a 
cardboard box and stabbed the 
soldier in tbe chest. Tbe soldier 
was in fair condition. 

Soldiers shot and wounded tbe 
young Palestinian with three rub- 
ber bullets before arresting him. 

In the past month, one soldier 
has been killed in Nablus and 
another was stabbed in Ramal- 
lah. A paratroop sergeant has 
been missing for nearly a month, 
believed kidnapped and feared 
killed, near the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

Military sources were reluctant 
to see a trend in the spate of 
attacks on soldiers. 

But Palestinian sources said 
leaders of the -15-month-oid up- 
rising and Palestinian leaders 
abroad believed their cause had 
been hurt try firebomb attacks on 
Israeli civilians and expected a 
new emphasis on military targets. 

Tbe militant Islamic Resistance 
Movement, known as Hamas, de- 
scribed the Nablus killing and the 
suspected abduction in a recent 



Jordan Arab Investment Bank 
opens branch in Cyprus 


communique as “just a warning 
to Israeli soldiers and officers.” 

The leaflet also refereed mys- 
teriously to a second soldier 
whom it said was missing in the 
Gaza Strip. Military sources said 
they bad no knowledge that 
another soldier was unaccounted 
for in the region. 

Four petrol bombs were hurled 
at paramilitary border policemen 
in Arab Jerusalem early Sunday 
but caused no injury, police said. 

When soldiers withdrew from 
the Gaza Strip's Sha’ti Refugee 
Camp, Palestinian residents fried 
with sledgehammers to demolish 
two Arab-owned homes which 
the army had commandeered as 
lookout posts. 

“Shortly after the army left, 
people started smashing the 
walls, partly to stop troops using 
them again and partly to destroy 
the memory of the youngsters 
who were taken there and 
beaten," said one witness. 

Army patrols re-entered the 
camp and opened fire on the 
crowd, wounding at least three 
people, be said. 

Palestinian sources said troops 
shot and wounded at least four 
other Palestinians in Gaza Strip 
clashes and at least five in dis- 
turbances in the West Bank. 

The army had no immediate 
report of casualties in the Gaza 
Strip but said two Palestinians 
were wounded in tbe West Bank. 



AMMAN — Having obtained 
tbe Central Bank of Jordan's 
approval, the Jordan Arab In- 
vestment Bank has received a 
licence to establish a branch in 
Cyprus. 

To mark tbe occasion, a 
special reception was held at 
the Cypriot Central Bank pre- 
mises Wednesday, March 8, 
1989. In the above picture 
Governor of the Cypriot Cen- 
tral Bank Aficentios C. Afxen- 
tiou delivers the licence to the 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and Director Gener- 
al of the Jordan Arab Invest- 
ment Bank Abdul Qader Al 
Qadi. 

Qadi has said the new 


branch will be opened in 
Umasol and that it will start its 
operations in the near future. 
The bank's services will in- 
clude the same commercial, 
banking and investment activi- 
ties currently performed by 
the bank in Jordan. 

The bank operations in- 
clude the acceptance of de- 
posits in different currencies, 
credit facilities, foreign ex- 
change, buying and selling 
valuable metals, bank trans- 
fers, opening letters of credits, 
issuance of bank guarantees, 
administration of funds and 
investment portfolios in all 
currencies and other banking 
services. 
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Middle East News 


Najibuliah appeals to U.N. as 
Jalalabad fighting continues 


£ ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — President Najibuliah 
issued a new appeal to the United Nations to help 
bring peace to Afg hanistan as rebel sources reported 
... continued fig htin g Sunday near the eastern city of 
Jalalabad. 


Ramadan meets rebels 


.• Najibullah's message to U.N. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
.;de Cuellar, reported by Kabul 
Radio, also accused Pakistan of 
sending commandos and military 
..•helicopters to aid the rebels. 

... Rebel sources in Pakistan said 
r. Mujahideen rebels were fighting 
.. near the gates of Jalalabad air- 
, .port Sunday and had knocked out 
..two tanks. 

Thousands of Afghans were 
l fleeing towards the Pakistani bor- 
i.der 70 kilometres away to escape 
the shelling from both sides and 
bombing by Kabul government 
planes, the sources said. 

Independent confirmation was 
not available. 

A senior Afghan officer told 
reporters in Kabul Saturday that 
■. the week-long battle for Jalala- 

- bad. the third largest city in 
Afghanistan, had caused the 

- heaviest casualties of the 10-year- 
old civil war. 

Lieutenant-General Abdul 
, Haq Ullumi put Mujahideen los- 
ses at about 2.000. a figure dis- 
. .. missed by the rebels. 

The Kabul government also 
denounced Saudi Arabia for rec- 
ognising the recently formed re- 


bel provisional government, 
which held its first cabinet meet- 
ing inside Afghanistan last 
Friday. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
issued by Afghanistan’s Bakhtar 
News Agency said it was an irres- 
ponsible" act which would only 
bring further bloodshed. 

Since the last of an estimated 
115,000 Soviet troops withdrew 
Feb. 15, Najibuliah has sent a 
series of appeals to world bodies 
and governments asking for their 
help in bringing the rebels to the 
negotiating table. 


His letter to Perez de Cuellar 
reiterated charges that Pakistan 
and the United States were 
violating last April's U-N.-medi- 
ated peace accords by their sup- 
port for the rebels. 

Najibuliah said Pakistani mili- 
tia and commandos were assisting 
the rebels in the Jalalabad fight- 
ing while Pakistani helicopters 
had transported guerrillas into 
Afghanistan 20 times in the past 
three months. 

Pakistan has denied Kabul's 
allegations that its troops are 
helping the Mujahideen. 


Meanwhile in Baghdad, Iraq’s 
Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yas- 
sin Ramadan discussed the situa- 
tion in Afghanistan Saturday with 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar. the fore- 
ign minister of the rebel Afghan 
government, according to state- 
run television. 

The television said Ramadan 
expressed to the Afghan official 
Iraq's “brotherly feelings” to- 
wards the people of Afghanistan 
and stressed that Iraq stands firm 
in support of “an Islamic, non- 
aligned and united” government 
there. 

The two sides agreed to con- 
tinue contacts but did not say 
whether they discussed the possi- 
ble recognition by Iraq of the 
interim government announced 
by the Mujahideen.. 

Sudan Saturday became the 
second country to recognise the 
rebel government. 

The eight Shi'ite Muslim guer- 
rilla groups which are based in 
Iran. Iraq's foe in the eight-year 
Gulf War, took no part in setting 
up the provisional government. 

In a separate development, 
Malaysia will propose that Mus- 
lim countries recognise the 
Afghan rebels government at the 
four-day Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) meeting in 
Saudi Arabia this week. Foreign 
Minister Abu Hassan Omar said 


Saturday. 

Abu Hassan told reporters he 
would present the proposal at the 
conference’s official and unoffi 
dal gatherings. The conference 


opens in Riyadh Monday. 

“I hope OIC member countries 


will accept the proposal and rec- 
ognise the Afghan Mujahideeni 
government." he said. 

He said the office of the 
Afghan rebel representative in 
Kuala Lumpur would be uj>- 
graded to embassy level if the 
Islamic nations agreed to recog- 
nise the Afghan guerrillas’ gov- 
ernment. 

The Afghan rebel representa- 
tive in Malaysia, Mohammed 
Ashraf Armanyar, said he hoped 
Kuala Lumpur would lead efforts 
to persuade other Muslim coun- 
tries to recognise the rebel gov- 
ernment so it could become a 
member of the 45-nation OIC 
and Lhe United Nations. 


West Bank lawyers end 


strike after improvements 


"OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinian lawyers in the 
occupied West Bank have called 
-off a Ill-weck-old boycott of 
-‘Israeli military courts after re- 
ceiving promises of improved 
Renditions, attorney Jawad 
r Boulous said Sunday. 

The Arab Bar Association 
* Voted by a large majority Satur- 
day to suspend the strike for two 
months to test Israeli intentions. 

"The Israelis admitted that it 
was not a political strike but a 
professional strike to protest 
against the chaotic and humiliat- 
ing conditions in the military 
courts, and they said some of our 
demands required immediate 
solutions," Boulous told Reuters. 

Among the lawyers’ complaints 
were long delays in bringing 
arrested Palestinians to court, fai- 
■lure to notify lawyers and families 
of arrests, denial of access by 
lawyers and families to detainees 
and the almost automatic refusal 
•-■of hail. 

The issues have also been 
-'raised by human rights groups 


including London-based Amnes- 
ty International and in a U.S. 
State Department report on hu- 
man rights last month. 

Security sources linked the 
apparent concession to the Arab 
lawyers to a campaign to improve 
Israel's image prior to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s visit to 
the United States next month. 

The sources said Israel was 
likely to reopen schools in the 
West Bank, dosed for most of the 
uprising to prevent unrest by 
pupils, within the next few weeks 
to further appease Washington. 

A derision on ending the clo- 
sure. which has deprived more 
than 300 ,000 children of educa- 
tion for most of the' last 15 
months, was due to be takenlater 
this week, they said. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Saturday he was re- 
placing army reserve units with 
riot-trained para-military career 
border police in many parts of he 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank in an effort to reduce 
casualties. 


The 5,500-strong border police 
are widely feared by Palestinians, 
■ who say they are more brutal 
than soldiers. 

While army conscripts and re- 
servists represent a cross-section 
of Israeli society, there are no 
anguished intellectuals among the 
border police. 

The troop replacement appears 
aimed at creating the impression 
that the 15-month-old Palestinian 
uprising is being brought under 
control and no longer requires a 
massive army presence in the 
occupied territories. 

However there has been little 
decline in the casualty rate so far 
and the 400th Palestinian -was 
killed Friday, according to an 
unofficial toll compiled by Reu- 
ters. Sixteen Israelis have died in 
the violence. 


In the latest unrest, four petrol 
bombs were hurled at an Israeli 
border police patrol in Arab Jeru- 
salem at dawn Sunday, causing 
no casualties or damage, police 
said. 


Tehran 


U.S. of 

Vincennes 

bombing 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian 
newspaper Sunday accused 
Washington of bombing the car 
driven by the wife of the U.S. 
navy captain whose warship shot 
down an Iranian airliner. 

The Iranian News Agency 
fIRNA) quoted Iran's daily 
Kayhan International as saying 
Washington tried to blame Iran 
for bombing the van driven by the 
wife of USS Vincennes Captain 
Will Rogers in San Diego Friday. 

It said the attack “will not be 
the last (American) attempt to 
implicate Iran.” Sharon Rogers 
escaped unharmed as her van was 
engulfed in flames. 

The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI) said it was treating 
the attack as a terrorist act to 
revenge the downing of the Ira- 
nian airliner last July. ‘ Iran had 
vowed to retaliate for the killing 
of all 290 people aboard.. 

Kayhan International, sug- 
gested that the bombing in San 
Diego was an attempt to create a 
climate hostile to Iran in the Un- 
ited States to justify the expulsion 
of Iranian supporters of Tehran. 

It said the U.S. Senate last 
Wednesday discussed expelling 
Iranian students in retaliation for 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini's 
call for the death of British au- 
thor Salman Rushdie. 



A row of armoured personnel carriers, jeeps and tracks, loaded 
with predominantly regular Lebanese Army soldiers, roB south- 
ward, Friday. M^jor General Sami A1 Khalifa, loyal to acting Prime 
Minister Salim A1 Boss ordered forces south to halt Israeli 


incursions 


Lebanon fighting ebbs; 
airport remains closed 


BEIRUT (AP) — Fighting be- 
tween military and civilian forces, 
the worst in two years, ebbed 
Sunday but flight to and from 
Beirut Internationa] Airport, the 
country's only air transport facil- 
ity. remained suspended. 

The military cabinet under 
army Commander General 
Michel Aoun ordered the airport 
closed Saturday night, when 
fighting escalated into artillery 
duels that killed two civilians and 
wounded 17. 

But Druse leader Walid Junb- 
latt, who serves as public 
works and tourism minister in the 
civilian cabinet of acting Prime 
Minister Salim A1 Hoss, vowed to 
keep the airport on the southern 
edge of the capital operating 
normally. 

However, airport officials said 
no flights have taken off or land- 
ed at the facility since nightfall 
Saturday. 

Bulgaria's Balkan Airlines, the 
only foreign carrier with a regular 
flight to Beirut on Sundays, sus- 
pended its trip “pending further 
information from Beirut,” an air- 
port official said. 


He said several regular flights 
Gulf 


to Europe, Africa and the 
by Middle East Airlines (MEA), 
Lebanon's national carrier, were 
delayed indefinitely as senior 
MEA officials met to decide 
whether or not to resume normal 
operations. 

“They might decide to send 
MEA's planes' empty to lake shel- 
ter in neighbouring airports in the 
Middle East until the current 
conflict subsides altogether.” said 
the official, who requested 
anonymity. 

Hundreds of passengers, most 
of them Lebanese, crowded the 
departure lounge, waiting for the 
outcome of MEA directors’ 
meeting. 

The airport has frequently 


been dosed during Lebanon’s 
nearly 14-year-old civil war. 
Aoun's public works minister 
Major General Edgar Malouf 
cited “threats to civil aviation 
safety” when he ordered the do- 
'sure’ Saturday. 

Police said only sporadic gun- 
fire was heard Sunday around the 
mountaintop town of Souk Ai 
Gharb after a ceasefire was called 
at midnight (2200 GMT) Satur- 
day. But many feared the hostili- 
ties would flare anew. 

The latest casualties upped the 
overall toll to six killed and 32 
wounded since the fighting broke 
out Wednesday between Aoun’s 
army units and Junblatt's Syrian- 
backed Progressive Socialist Par- 
ty (PSP) militia. 

Most of the daily hostilities 
have focused on Souk Al Gharb, 
24 kilometres south east of 
Beirut, a mountain peak that 
controls a network of roads lead- 
ing from PSP-held territory to 
Lebanon's Falangist heartland. 

Souk Al Gharb's population of 
15,000 people had fled the once 
fashionable summer resort town 
in the early stages of the civil war 
that broke out in 1975. 

The hostilities spiralled into 
heavy artillery duels for six hours 
Saturday. Shells crashed into the 
Beirut port and around Aoun’s 
command headquarters at the 
Defence Ministry compound in 
suburban Yarze, eight kilometres 
north east of the' capital. 

Police said 21 residential -dis- 
-tricts on both sides of the front- 
lines in Lebanon's central moun- 
tain range and Beirut's suburbs 
also were shelled, forcing 
thousands of residents to -huddle 
in basements and bomb shelters 
all night. 

Meanwhile. Israeli troops kil- 
led two gunmen in Lebanon dur- 
ing a clash overnight just beyond 
Israel's zone.” 


FA O recapture — a turning point 


By Maamoun Youssef 

Reuter 


FAO. Iraq — Crows claw in 
the bloodied dust of the south- 
ern Iraqi town of Fuo in search 
of scraps of flesh from the 
cadavers of thousands of Iraqi 
and Iranian soldiers who died 
on this Gulf war killing 
ground. 

Iraq said that its recapture 
of Fan last year driving out the 
Iranian occupiers paved the 
way for Tehran's acceptance of 
the U.N. -brokered ceasefire in 
August after eight years of 
war. 

Signs around the remote 
town ask visitors to be kind to 
the land which Iraq says is 
bathed in the blood of more 
than 50.00(1 Iraqis and 120,000 
Iranians. 

“Fao bore the brunt of 
fi.NyO.6U9 shells, which we 
were able to count, fired by us 
and by the enemy during eight 


years of the war," read the 
golden letters on the black 
seven-by-four-metre boards. 

The Iraqis who perished 
“defended and liberated” Fao 
while those Iranian invaders 
who died "deserved no mer- 
cy," they say. 

Once a rich source of Iraqi 
dates, the charred black trunks 
of tens of thousands of palm 
trees dot the scarred land- 
scape. 

Journalists on a government- 
organised trip to the peninsula 
joined schoolboys and govern- 
ment employees touring what 
Iraq calls the “symbol of vic- 
tory” from its war with Iran. 

An Iraqi officer who accom- 
panied the visitors said missiles 
and bombs dropped by aircraft 
and other projectiles might 
bring the total number of shells 
that pounded Fao to about 10 
million. 

Iranian troops surprised a 
relatively small Iraqi force left 


ro defend the peninsula in 
February 1986 and thrust 
across the Shatt Al Arab 
waterway over a submerged 
pontoon bridge. 

Iraq launched doznes of 
counter-attacks over 40 days 
but only managed to check the 
Iranian advance northwards 
towards Iraq's only naval base 
at Umm Qasr. 

The Iraqis finally surprised 
the Iranians last year with a 
sweeping offensive that drove 
the invaders out and heralded 
a string of battlefield successes 
which ended with Iran accept- 
ing a ceasefire. 

The town of Fao was small 
and sleepy, surrounded by 
sand and salty mudflats until 
the advent of the oil boom in 
the 1970s. 

Most residents earned a 
meagre living from picking 
dates and selling sea salt. They 
were evacuated early on in the 
war. 


Basra Governor Anwar 
Saeed Omar AI Hadithi said 
the more than 50,000 residents 
of Fao displaced by the war 
could return after compensa- 
tion was arranged and help was 
provided to build new homes. 

Virtually all the houses in 
the area seen by reporters were 
flattened. Other damaged 
buildings included two mos- 
ques. 

A remnant of the Iranian 
occupation is a hospital built of 
pre-fa bricated concrete slabs 
with a steel-reinforced ceiling 
covered with a camouflage 
layer of earth and trees. 

Inside are an operating 
theatre, an X-ray room and 
about 40 wards with 10 beds to 
each. Each room is air-con- 
ditioned as summer tempera- 
tures exceed 50 degrees Cen- 
tigrade with high humidity. 

Soldiers said the Iranians 
fled so quickly last April that 
the hospital's equipment was 


abandoned and captured by 
Iraq, 


One of the three bridges 
built by Iranian army engineers 
over the Shaft Al Arab stands 
at Ra'as AI Bisha on the south- 
ern tip of the wind-swept 
peninsula extending into the 
Gulf. 


Part of the bridge that once 
joined Iraq and Iran had been 
demolished. 

An Iraqi observation post 
looms over the destroyed end 
of the crippled bridge, flying 
an Iraqi flag and feeing an 
Iranian position across 800 
metres of water. 


sponsored ralks in Geneva and 
New York for a comprehensive 
peace. 

A bumed-out merchant ship, 
the Ekymne Xide, lies on its side 
on the Iraqi shoreline — just one 
of 74 vessels trapped in the 
waterway when the Gulf war 
erupted in September 1980. 

Government-built oil ter- 
minals 20 kilometres from Fao 
which used to load supertank- 
ers at the northernmost end of 
the Gulf were also badly dam- 
aged by Iranian artillery bom- 
bardments. 


An Iranian soldier, visible 
through binoculars from the 
Iraqi post, stands on the other 
side, staring back into Iraq. 

A dispute over control of the 
Shaat Al Arab was a major 
cause of the war and remains a 
central sticking point at U.N.- 


The Iraqi government is 
planning a large celebration 
next month to mark the first 
anniversary of Fao's liberation. 

An international appeal has 
been launched by Baghdad for 
money to help rebuild Fao. 
The emir of neighbouring 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, donated $10 
million. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Palestine embassy opens In Bahrain 


BAHRAIN (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisaiiiott (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat Sunday opened a Palestinian embassy in 
Bahrain, the sixth in a Gulf state since a Pajptiman state ; 
declared in December. Raising the Palestinian ^ag, Arafat said “I 
hope that we will raise the flag on the Bahraini embassy in 
Jerusalem soon ...I can sec Ibe Palestinian state is near, i l ls sc ry 
dear to me." The ceremony to upgrade wfiai had been a 
represe ntati ve office of the PLO was attended by Bahrain's 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Mubarak Al Khalifa 
The PLO earlier opened embassies in Kuwait. Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and the United Arab Emirate*. 


British royals head for Gulf 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Prince Charles and Princes* Diana 
visit Muslim countries in the Gulf this week amW Islamic anger 
over Salman Rushdie’s book ‘‘The Satanic Verses.” TT*c five-day 
trip to Kuwait. Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates was 
described by the Sunday Express newspaper as their, roost 
dangerous yet. It said they would be protected by bodyguards 
from Britain's elite special Air Service Commando Unit. Pnncc 
Charles, heir to the British throne, is to visit Saudi Arabia from 
March 17 ro March 19 after Princess Diana returns home. Starling 
Sunday in Kuwait, Prince Charles and Princess Diana will carry 
out engagements ranging from business seminars, aimed at 
strengthening trade links, to watching came! racing. Buckingham 
Palace sources said Britain has long-established and close 
relations with the nations on the tour and it was unlikely the 
couple would face protests over Rushdie’s book. 


Denktash leaves for Finland 


Libya hits chemical arms campaign 


NICOSIA (R) — Libya has condemned complaints that Arab 
Nations were acquiring chemical weapons, saying they had a right 
to them until a total international ban took effect. In a 
commentary, the official Libyan news agency JANA said Satur- 
day Libya supported a binding international ban on the develop- 
ment, production, storage and use of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. “What is not acceptable and we find outside the framework 
of logic is to have discriminatory measures banning something for 
someone else while permitting it for yourself,” JANA, received in 
Nicosia, said. It said that foreign complaints about the spread ol 
chemical weapons recently resumed. The U.S. State Department 
said Friday it was concerned that a plant being built in Egypt with 
Swiss assistance could be used to manufacture chemical weapons. 
Cairo denied it. The United States accused Libya of building a 
chemical weapons factory at Rabta in January with the help of 
West German companies. Tripoli said the plant would only 
produce medicines. JANA asked why Arab countries were 
repeatedly singled out jo be told that they could not produce or 
keep chemical weapons... 


UAE merges two ministries 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates fUAE) has 
decided to merge its Justice and Islamic Affairs and Endowments 
Ministries, the official -news agency WAM reported. It said the 
UAE President Sheikh Zaid Ibn Sultan AI N a hay an Saturday 
night accepted the resignation of Justice Minister Abdullah 
Humaid Al Mazroui and named Islamic Affairs and Endowments 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Hassan AI KhazTaji as head of 
the enlarged ministry. WAM gave no reason for the move, which 
came three years after the Justice Ministry was created. 


China official in Iraq for talks 


BAGHDAD (R) — Chinese Vice-Premier Tian Jiyun arrived in 
Baghdad Sunday on the third leg of a Middle East tour for talks 
on Gulf war reconstruction, a Chinese embassy official said. He 
said Tian's tean in Baghdad would discuss the conflict and 
Peking's desire to take part in post-war reconstruction schemes 
following the ceasefire between Iran and Iraq last August. China 
had dose ties with both sides in the eight-year-long war. 
Chinese-made Silkworm missiles acquired by Iran posed a major 
threat to Gulf shipping in the last year of the conflict. The official 
said annual trade between Baghdad and Peking exceeded $130 
million between 1980 and 1988 with 10 Chinese firms in Iraq 
employing more than 9.000 Chinese workers. “We expea our 
participation in post-war reconstruction projects to increase even 
further.” he said. Asked whether talks would cover the possibility 
of Iraq rescheduling its debts to China, he said: “Some of the 
debts are not paid because of Iraq’s war burdens." He would not 
give the size of the debt. Having visited Iran and Turkey. Tian is 
to tt-avel to Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. 


Turkey seizes 200 kilos of heroin 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish police have seized 20U kilos of heroin 
and arrested 336 people in 158 drug raids since the beginning of 
the year, Anatolian News Agency quoted an offidal report as 
saying Saturday. The seizures, which included 1.5 tonnes of 
hashish, were running at a higher level than last year, the report 
said. U.S. and other foreign agents had helped set up a drug bust 
near Istanbul this month in which 80 kilos of heroin was seized. 
Anatolian quoted officials as saying. Turkey lies on a drug route 
to Europe from the Golden Triangle in Indochina and the Golden 
Crescent straddling Afghanistan. Pakistan and Iran. 



JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tet: 77.UIMV 


15*7 Asr 

17:44 Maghreb 

19*1 Isha 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15:40 Programme review 

15:45 Children programmes 

17:111 Documentary 

18*0 Ncwstummarvin AraNe 

18*5 World New* 

18:20 Arabic series 

19:15 D«cal programme 

19:48 Programme review 

20*0 News in Arabic 

2th30 Arabic series 

;|J5 Programme review 

21:45 Mnndav Fnnim 

22:28 Variety Show 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Variety show (ennui.) 


CHURCHES 


PROGRAMME TWO 


17:30 

19*0 

Le Monde cm A V«ius 

19:15 

Weekly Spon magazine 

19:30 

News in Hebrew 

19:45 


20-JO 


21:10 


22*Q 


22:20 


PRAYER TIMES 

M.-28 


KMJ 


11.47 



.% Mary of Nazareth Cfaurdi SwciHch 
Tel. 81U74H 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel 
6327X5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of (hr AuDuuriatioa Tel. 
63744H. 

De to S*De Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasarrta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
611541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 6253X3. Tel. 
62X543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
77J33I 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
7752nl. 

St. Ephraim Chorcb Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
6X5326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
XI 1295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. XZ26U5. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. Xl58J7.K2l2t>4 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Metcumlngy. 


The country will be affected by a 
depression now centering north iif 
Egypt, and the accompanying cold 
front is expected to affed the country 
in (he evening. Therefore clouds in" 
crettse and a drop in temperature will 
occur. Thus rainfall is expected and 
winds become southwesterly moderate 
to fresh. 

In Aqaba, it wdl be dusty with 
southerly fresh wind and rough sea. 

Min./oiax. temp. 

Amman X / 2 1 

Aqaba 12/27 

Deserts 6/22 

Jordan Valley 12 / 28 

Yesterday s high temperatures: Am- 
man 23. Aqaba 27. Humidity readings 1 . 
Amman 17 per cent. Aqaba 23 per 
CCM. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Gcorec Sahouri 776751 

Dr. Taysir Saadi 777636 

Dr. Tawftq Qab'in 623029 


Dr. Khalil Ahdo 795392 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Ai Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcbani pharmacy 637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mahmoud Khalil (—1 

AJ Sharaa' pharmacy (9X5238) 

ZARQA-. 

Dr. Hisbam Sharabati (— ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985*17 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637727 

Fire Brigade .'622091193 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 . 

Traffic Police 65639CW1 

Public Security Department 

656000/ 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 


Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints ". 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 6Z310I 

Abdab Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Warer Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-5320(1 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport UX-5200U 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre XJ3K13/32 

KhnEdj Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcbani 664171/4 

Shmcbani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 66612737 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 


Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J . Ashroficb 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marlu 891 611/ 15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQAt 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaroa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Ibn bina Hospital ((*1)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nofecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 


Lettuce (per one) 120/ 100 

Marrow (Large) 220/ 160 

Marrow (small) 370 ! 300 

Orange (Shammouti) 400/320 

Orange (local) 330/280 

Onion (dry) 250/200 

Onion (green) 160/1211 

Peas 420/360 

Pepper (hot) 680 / 600 

Pepper (sweef) 300/240 

Potato 310/260 

Spinach - 100/ 60 

Tomatoes 140 ' 100 


Upper-lower price in fik per kg. 

Apple 500 / 400 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukamnur) 300/250 

Broad beans 170/120 

Cabbage 150 /10U 

Carrots 220/ 160 

Cauliflower 130/100 

Cucumbers 400/340 

Eggplant 210 / 160 

Game 270 *330 

Grapefruit 360 / 320 

Lemon 430/380 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

77ifs information a supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information ‘ depart- 
ment al tbc Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (03)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

09:10 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:10 Damascus (RJ). 

09:30 Cairo (RJ) 

0935 - Sana'a (RJ) 

09*0 Kuwait (Rl) 

«9;4S. Dubai. Abt» Dhabi (RJ) 

10:15 1.. Lamaca (RJ) 

16s4S - Cairo (RJ) 


17 JO New York. Vicuna (RJ) 

18:10 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

Bangkok (Rl) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

• Sana'a (LH) 

BW0 Cairo. Aqaba (MS) 

*2:15 BaS*Kl(IA) 

UdB Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GFl 

2*5® Paris (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

OfcSS Aqaba (RJ) 

11*0 Brussels. Montreal, New York 

(RJ) 

IMS Vienna. Chicago. Los AnEdes 
(RJ) 

lilS — Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

Jg - - .^TcS(Rj) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

IMI Kuwait. Abu Dfabi (RJ) 

tWS Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

B«hdad(RJ) 

»» .^cSroOU) 

2&3© Dubai. Abtr Dhabi (RJ) 
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ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish-Cyprioi leader Rauf Denktash left { 
for Finland Sunday to discuss attempts to reunite divided Cyprus. 
**I will explain the* latest situation on Cyprus." Denktash told the j 
Anatolian news agency before leaving Istanbul. “Many countries j 
have wrong evaluations... because of Greek-Cypnot propagan- 
da." Denktash will meet Finnish officials and parliamentarians, a 
Foreign Ministry statement said. Ministry sources said he was 
likely to visit Malaysia. Pakistan and other countries in coming 
months. Cyprus has been divided since 1974 when Turkish troops 
occupied a third of it after a short-lived coup in Nicosia 
engineered by Greece. Only Ankara recognises the breakaway 
Turkish-Cypriot state. Denktash and Cyprus President George 
Vassiliou have been holding U.N. -mediated talks since 
September. 
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national hews in brief Queen Noor, Italian 


• CONDOLENCES: His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
! persona) representative .of His Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
‘ delegated director of his office Turki Ai Khreisha to convey his 

• condolences to Miiza family over the death of the late Wasfi Mira. . 
i {Petra) 

• ftOYAL DECREE: A Royal Decree has been issued, anointing 
i Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs T’-Hhair Ajlouni as ^fting 
i Minister of Culture and National Heritage during the absence of 
I Mo h a mm ad Al Hammouri abroad (Petra). 

\ SENTENCED: The military governor has endorsed a military 
. court's verdict sentencing Mohammad Nizar S alim Qablan to eight 
| ■ years in prison and a fine of JD 5,000 after finding him guilty of 
; trafficking hashish (Petra). 

. MAYOR APPOINTED: The cabinet Sunday endorsed the protocol 
i of cooperation concluded last month between Jordan and the Federal 

• Republic of Germany, under which the West German government 
; will support the seed production project in Jordan. The cabinet also 

■ app roved die appointment of Madbat Mohainmad Freihat as mayor 
; of Kufiranjeh in the Irbid Govern orate (Petra). 

i ZARQA ROADS: The Ministry of Public Works has allocated JD 
; 462.000 for. the construction- and maintenance of roads in Zarqa 
Governorate. The Public Works Department in Zarqa. is currently 
’ maldng the necessary maintenance for a number of roads in the 
governorate, including Azraq-Safawi , and Azraq-Zarqa roads. Also 

■ in Zarqa a symposium on women by the year 2000 was held Sunday at 
' Zarqa ’s Chamber of Commerce. The symposium was organised by 

the Chamber of Commerce in cooperation with the Zarqa branch of 
the General Federation of Jordanian Women (Petra). 

REORGANISATION: Balqa Governor Mujhim Khreisha Sunday 
shuffled the development councils and sectoral committees in Balqa’s 
development region to ensure the best interaction and integration 
among the various economic, social and social services and the 
maximum degree of public participation in the development process. 

- For development purposes, the Balqa Governorate has been divided 
into four councils (Petra). 

■ ARAR REMEMBERED: A symposium on the famous Jordanian 
! poet, Mustafa Wahbi Al-Tal better known as Arar, and his 
; contribution to the contemporary Jordanian poetry was held at the 

■ Royal Cultural Centre Sunday. The symposium was organised by the 

■ Ministry of Culture and National Heritage as part of its first poetry 
! season tins year. Taking part in the symposium were professors from 
; the Universities of Jordan and Yannouk. Speakers delved into Arar’s 

■ personality, poetry and the unique features that characterised his 

• poetry. Attending were Ministry of Culture Secretary General Hani 
! Amad, and a number of ministry officials, in addition to professors 
; from the two Jordanian universities (Petra). 


Wasfi Mirza 
laid to rest 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
. Hassan Sunday delegated Mr. 
Amer Khammash, His Majesty- 
King Hussein's privae advisor, to 
convey his condolences to the 
Mirza family on the death of 
Wasfi Mirza, a former Jordanian 
minister and Parliament member 
who passed away Saturday. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
Hindawi delegated Minister of. 
State for Cabinet Affairs Zubair 
Ajlouni to convey his condolences 
to the Mirza family. The body of 





Wasfi Mirza 

the late Mr. Mirza was laid to rest 
Sunday afternoon at the Umm Al 
Hi ran cemetery. Mirza, who died 
of a heart attack, was 75. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The- following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ A plastic art exhibition b; NoeUe Shawa at Alia Art Gallery. 

☆ A graphic art exhibition displaying works by German artists 
Liebermann, Slevogt and Corinth at tbe Jordan National 
Gallery. 

☆ An art exhibition by Egyptian artist *Adli RizquDah at Al 
Wasiti Gallery. 

'ft- An art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at tbe Art Gallery 
of Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation — 9 am. - 1 p.m., 3-6 
p.m. 

☆ An art exhibition by Riham Gbassib entitled “Jordan in 
' Spring’* at the Royal Cultural Centre — ID a.m. - 6 p.m. 

-ft- An exhibition entitled “The Tuebingen Atlas of the Middle 
East” at the Yannouk University. 

☆ An exhibition entitled “British Books on the Islamic World” at 
the Yannouk University. 

4 An exhibition of scientific experiments and applications related 
to scientific subjects taught at the secondary schools, at Mu'ta 
University. 

☆ An art exhibition by Ahmad Ismaiel displaying paintings on 
Maqamat Al Hariri and Jordanian landscapes at the Gallery, 
Hotel Jordan Intercontinental — 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

SYMPOSIUM 

* A symposium entitled “String Literature” at the National 
Music Conservatory — 6:30 p.m. 

THEATRE 

☆ An Arabic play bn the Palestinian uprising entitled “Al BOad 
Talbat Ahilha” at tbe Palace of Culture — 7:30 p.m. 

'* Arabic children plays organised by Noor Al Hussein Founda- 

■ tiou Centre at Aqaba (for more information call 606992). 

FILM 


☆ A -French video entitled “Le 14 JuiDet a Paris” at the French 
Cultural Centre — 4:00 p.m. 


Jordanian bank to 
operate in Cyprus 

AMMAN (J.T.) The Arab Jordan Investment Bank S.A. has 
been granted a h anking business licence by the central bank of 
Cyprus lo operate in Cyprus on an offshore basts. 

A statement of the central bank issued in Nicosia on March 3, 
said Arab 1 Jordan Investment Bank S.A. (AJIB) is the largest 
investment bank in Jordan and. the seventh largest bank in terms 
of assets. 

- In the longer term AJIB hopes to expand its Cyprus offshore 
banking unit- to constitute the main division of the bank’s 
international operations. 

March 9*s offshore banking business licence is the seventeenth 
granted -since the establishment of the first Cyprus offshore 
banking writ (OBU) m 1982. Sixteen other OBlTs are already- 
operating from within Cyprus. Amongst them the “Jordanian 
National Bank S.A.'V whkn received its licence in 1984. Ten of 
these are located in Limassol, five in Nicosia and one in Larnaca. 

* Other foreign banks have expressed a similar interest to 
establish an offshore presence in Cyprus and more offshore 
banking b usiness are expected to be granted in tbe near future. 


cultural cooperation 


ROME (Petra, J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor outlined 
Jordan’s tourist and historical 
attractions and tbe Kingdom's 
vast treasures of archaeological 
sites in a live television program- 
me here watched by some eight 
million people. 

The programme was presented 
during the Queen’s visit to the 
Italian capital which started Fri- 
day during which she also met 
with Italian officials to discuss 
cultural cooperation between Jor- 
dan and Italy and the restoration 
of Jordan's ancient sites with Ita- 
lian assistance. 

The Queen laid emphasis on 
the city of J crash's past and pre- 
sent and the wonders of Petra as 
well as places of holy significance 
such as Mount Nebo and 
Madaba. 

During here two day visit to 
Rome the Queen discussed cultu- 


ral cooperation, especially joint 
work through the Holy Land 
Mosaics School in Madaba which 
is being implemented in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of Tour- 
ism. Tbe Holy Land Mosaics 
School complex would include a* 
school of mosaics where Italian 
specialists can train Jordanians to 
restore .and preserve ancient 
mosaics and also make new 
mosaics industry. 

Queen Noor also discussed up- 
grading cultural and touristic 
cooperation especially tbe de- 
velopment of the Salt Handicrafts 
Training Centre, which was initi- 
ated in 1986 with technical assist- 
ance from Italy. 

Hie Italian government has 
agreed to provide 2,755 million 
lire to help establish the centre, 
which offers a three-year training 
programme in various handicrafts 
skills. 



U.S. grants Jordan sorghum 
worth $27 million 


AMMAN (R) — The United 
States is giving Jordan surplus 
sorghum worth S27 million for 
use as animal feed in a move 
aimed at saving the Kingdom 
scarce foreign exchange. 

- An official of the U.S. Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) told Reuters about 
236,000 tonnes of yellow sor- 
ghum, allocated from surplus 
U.S. stocks, would be delivered 
in five shipments between April 
and September. 


“It’s being provided on a grant 
basis, providing Jordan with a 
direct foreign exchange benefit," 
he said. 

The government plans to sell 
the sorghum as a substitute for 
higher-priced imported corn to 
local wholesalers and retailers at 
about $120 a tonne, he said. 

The proceeds are to go mainly 
to development activities agreed 
by the ministry of planning and 
USAID. Tbe official defined 
these as anything which might 


help reduce the need for future 
food imports. 

Economists have blamed high 
animal feed prices for egg and 
chicken shortages in shops this 
year. Corn, a main ingredient in 
animal feed, sells here for JD 75 
($139) a tonne. 

U.S. aid to Jordan amounts to 
$15 million in fiscal year 1989, 
excluding the sorghum deal, and 
will rise to $35 million in fiscal 
1990, the official said. 



Mnharam in a refugee camp trying to make the fellaheen understand the Palestinian dilemma. 

Al Bilad Talbat Ahilha: 


Acting upon the audience... 


By Gbadeer Taber 
Special to the Jordan Times 

WHEN is an audience not an 
audience? When they are actors. 
This has been the challenging and 
uplifting experience of Amman 
theatre crowds all week at the 
Palace of Culture, going to see 
one of Jordan's first stagings of an 
intifada play. 

In a kaleidoscope of sceaes, 
from past and present, the play 
“Al Bilad Talbat Ahilha" (the 
land called its people), follows 
the winding path of the Palesti- 
nian people from the simplicity of 
pre-occupation times to the 
turbulent days of tbe intifada. 

The play produces, or repro- 
duces what the author views as 
the polarisation of Palestinian 
society by focusing on a typical 
Palestinian village, Umm Al Zei- 
toun (the mother of olives), and a 
social club, the Kit Kat — pre- 
sumably in a nearby city — repre- • 
sentative of the many elitist. 
Western oriented clubs ubi- 
quitous in the Arab World. 

The Kit Kat club invites Abu 
Al Izz, the respected village 
head, to address a show on the 
occupation, in which we, the au- 
dience, are the audience. 

Through the characters of Abu 
Al Izz, his wife Jafra — the 
symbol of the land — Muharam, 
a Palestinian intellectual alien- 
ated and lost among his own - 
people, and the hosts of the Kit 
Kat dub, the contemptuous pro- 
ducts of shallow westernisation, 
the playwright, Dr. Abdul Lateef 
Aqel effectively dramatises the‘ 
complexity of tbe 20-year-old 
occupation. 

Refreshingly, Aqel, not only 
attacks the Israelis, but also us for 
our pathetic inability to free 
ourselves from 'our occupier's 
grip, our own fears and, most 
pointedly, the lack of Arab com- 
mitment to the Palestinian cause. 

The showfaost's criticism of 
Abu Al Izz’s traditional dress and 
attitudes in favour of Western 


norms highlights Aqel's contempt 
towards westernisation which 
allows you to discard your herit- 
age for a more modem, “super- 
ior” culture. The love affair with 
the West, a disease many Arabs 
have been infected with, is mock- 
ed through jabs at its astounding 
superficiality. 

Although, during the show, the 
hosts adopt the outward appear- 
ance of Western culture such as 
dress and language, they try to 
muzzle freedom of speech, that 
other “Western ideal” when Abu 
Al Izz tries to express his not-so- 
Western views. 

Criticism of the lack of Arab 
commitment to the Palestinian 
dilemma is surprisingly aggressive 
when seen within the perspective 
of our society. In one very 
memorable scene, Abu Al Izz's 
teenage son. a symbol of the 
movers and shakers of the intifa- 
da, comes to take his father back 
home because fighting has 
•erupted in the village. When the 
Arab showhost sees him coming 
on stage, he screams that the boy 
is armed. The boy's weapon, a 
slingshot, scares the hosts to an 
extent that they practically ran 
off stage. Whom, in fact, does he 
scare? 

The boy asks his father who 
we, the audience, are. Abu Al Izz 
replies that we are all friends and 
relatives. “If they are all our 
friends and relatives, then why 
don't they come with us to liber- 
ate Palestine?” asks the “naive” 
boy. Only then the realisation 
begins to dawn that the Arabs, 
both governments and people, 
lack tbe ability and, more impor- 
tantly, the will to fight for Pales- 
tine. Abu Al Izz tells his son that 
we, the spectators, are too busy 
with our own problems, watching 
television and reading the news- 
papers; in short we are the silent 
observers. One of the play's 
many themes — that resistance 
and liberation must come from 
within Palestine — makes an im- 
pressive impact. 

Another important point Aqel 


touches on is the widening gap 
between the older, more compla- 
cent Palestinian generation and 
the restless youths who will no 
longer tolerate occupation or rep- 
ression. Abu Al Izz is surprised 
when he returns to Umm Zeitoun 
to find his son in the midsr of a 
battle with Israeli tanks and sol- 
diers. 

Another chasm of understand- 
ing among Palestinians is pre- 
sented in one of Aqel's most 
interesting characters, Muharam, 
the intellectual who had been 
aware of tbe political reality and 
had tried to warn the fellahin 
about the Israelis and the im- 
pending disaster, only to find that 
they failed to understand him or 
his message. Muharam's aliena- 
tion becomes so deep that in the 
end he is driven to insanity, forc- 
ing us to the conclusion that some 
misunderstandings can never be 
bridged. 

Although the negative rever- 
berations in “AI Bilad Talbat 
Ahilha” are widespread, perhaps 
because we have given Aqel am- 
ple material, Che play, unlike 
many other depressing plays con- 
cerning the intifada, is sprinkled 
with lightheartedness and joy. 
Brightly coloured costumes, up- 
lifting nationalistic music 
choreographed by Nazeer Sham- 
ma, sarcasm, well-placed 
malapropisms, and humorous 
jibes at our reality, together with 
cleverly planted actors in the au- 
dience. voicing our frustration — 
all succeed in making us laugh. 

The last scenes of the play of 
the ongoing intifada with nationa- 
listic songs in the background, the 
Palestinian flag ever so proudly 
waving most definitely touched 
every heart in the audience. We 
are left with a sense of pride at 
the achievements of the intifada, 
but unfortunately a sense of 
shame at how little we have done. 

The play has now been extended 
for another week at the Palace of 
Culture. Performances start at 
7:30 p.m. nightly. 


Smoking symposium 
ends on tough note 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A symposium on women and 
smoking, which ended here Saturday, has called on 
the government to lift subsidies given to tobacco 
growers and to encourage food production instead 
of tobacco in Jordan. 


HM Queen Noor 

Future plans include the res- 
toration of some historical build- 
ings in the city of Salt and the 
introduction of training program- 
mes in traditional jewelry, metal 
work and glass work. 

The Italian minister of tourism 
held a dinner banquet in honour 
of Her Majesty Friday which was 
attended by Mrs. Laila Sharaf, 
Jordan’s Ambassador to Italy 
Tareq Mahdi and the secretary 
general of Jordan's Ministry of 
Tourism Mr. Nasri Atalla. 


The symposium also called on 
the government to impose strict 
penalties on violators of regula- 
tions which ban smoking in public 
places in line with the Ministry of 
Health's recently announced me- 
asures in this concern. Partici- 
pants also urged concerned au- 
thorities to launch an anti-smok- 
ing awareness campaign to in- 
form students and pregnant 
mothers about dangers of 
smoking. 

The participants reviewed 
seven working papers about the 
negative effects of smoking on 


women, specially on pregnant 
mothers and the dangers of smok- 
ing to society as a whole. 

Health Minister Zuhair Mai has 
addressed the meeting and urged 
tbe media and information ser- 
vices to take a leading role in the 
anti-smoking campaign. 

The Health Ministry, Malhas 
said, is implementing measures to 
protect the health of non-smokers 
in cooperation with various gov- 
ernment agencies. 

Earlier this month, the ministry 
issued a ban on smoking in public 


places in implementation of a 
1977 law on public health, and 
said that violators of the law will 
be subject to strict penalties 
stated under that law. 

The ministry's ban followed the 
conclusion of a seminar on means 
of combatting smoking held at 
Yannouk University where parti- 
cipants urged the government to 
take all possible measures to pro- 
tect public health from the dan- 
gers of smoking. 

Malhas told Saturday's sympo- 
sium that nearly $3 billion were 
spent in 1987 on advertising for 
cigarettes, and quoted World 
Health Organisation officials as 
saying that $50 million were suffi- 
cient in that year to vaccinate five 
million children in the Third 
World who die from polio and 
other child diseases. 


Demand for nurseries growing 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Social Development 
receives numerous applications 
every month from people seeking 
licences to open children’s 
nurseries and the flow of applica- 
tions reflects a growing demand 
for proper facilities to serve chil- 
dren, the director of the minis- 
try's children and family depart- 
ment Zaki Ammarin said 
Sunday. 

Ammarin said the total number 
of government-run and private- 
owned nurseries in the country 
now stands at 292 but it is on the 
increase. 

Ammarin said that a nursery 
should be supervised by qualified 
teachers and maids trained for 
the job and should be managed 
by a fully qualified supervisor in 
accordance with ministry regula- 
tions. The government has been 
encouraging the creation of 
nurseries, and in 1974 it opened 
the first government nursery in 
ihe country, Ammarin noted. 

He said that altogether the 
ministry opened five nurseries: 
two in Amman and the others are 
in Irbid, Salt and Zarqa, but has 
left the door open for the private 
sector to open and ran nurseries. 

Ammarin noted that the gov- 
ernment has opened 165 nurser- 


Sweden 

grants 

Ramallah 

JD 2 m in 

health 

aid 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Swedish 
government has decided to con- 
tribute, through the Swedish aid 
organisation Diakonia, the 
equivalent of JD 2 million worth 
of humanitarian aid to health care 
in the Palestinian occupied terri- 
tories, the Swedish embassy in 
Amman announced Sunday. 

The Swedish contribution will 
be used for restoring a rehabilita- 
tion clinic for the physically hand- 
icapped in Ramallah north of 
Jerusalem. The main part of the 
fends will be used for rebuilding 
and for equipment. Part of the 
fends will be used for the restora- 
tion of an orthopedic clinic in the 
same area. 

To begin with, Swedish 
medical personnel will work on 
the project to give instruction to 
local staff who eventually will 
take over the responsibility for 
the long-range planning and use 
of the facilities. 


Syrian 

minister 
visits JUST 

IRBID (Petra) — Visiting Syrian 
Minister of Higher Education 
Kama! Sharaf Sunday called at 
the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) and met 
with its President Kamel Ajlouni 
and staff. 

Sharaf who was accompanied 
by his Jordanian counterpan Nas- 
se redin Al Assad and the Syrian 
delegation was briefed on the 
university’s development and 
activities and programmes, and 
discussed with Ajlouni prospects 
for bilateral l cooperation and an 
exchange of expertise. 

Sharaf and his delegation were 
taken on a tour of the university's 
campus and were briefed on va- 
rious sections and different acti- 
vities. 

■ Before going to JUST the Sy- 
rian delegation visited the 
archaeological site of Jerasb and 
heard a briefing by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities director on 
city's background and history. 


ies at government departments 
for the benefit of mothers em- 
ployed by the respective depart- 
ments who pay nominal fees for 
the service during office hours. 
The General Union of Voluntary 
Societies runs 39 nurseries, but 
the rest are owned and operated 
by the private sector, Ammarin 
added. 

In addition to nurseries, the 


Ministry of Social Development 
runs special centres to care for 
oiphans and homeless children or 
those who live in very difficult 
environments. 

Ammarin said that the Ministry 
of Social Development continues 
to shoulder the responsibility of 
supervising public and private 
nurseries so as to ensure their 
good services for children. 


Permanent industrial 
exhibition opens March 20 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A permanent 
national fhdustrial exhibition is 
due to open at Sahab Industrial 
City on March 20. and all 
arrangements have been com- 
pleted for the opening day, 
according to a spokesman for the 
Jordan Industrial Estates Cor- 
poration (JIEC). 

More than 60 Jordanian indust- 
rial concerns have registered to 
take part in the exhibition on a 


permanent basis, displaying sam- 
ples of their products, the spokes- 
man said. 

The JIEC announced that the 
exhibition site has room for 350 
businesses that wish to participate 
in the exhibition and noted that 
many of the industrial companies 
established at Sahab Industrial 
City will take part in the exhibi- 
tion. 


29 participants 
from 1.2 countries 


RJ hosts top 
management course 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 29 
participants from 12 countries are 
raking part in a three-week airline 
management and computer ap- 
plications course in Amman orga- 
nised by the Montreal-based In- 
ternational Aviation Manage- 
ment Training Institute in coop- 
eration with Royal Jordanian 
(RJ), the national airline. 

The objective of the course 
which started on March 3, is to 
provide airline managers with 
skills and knowledge in the use of 
computers as a management tool 
and applications in the airline 
industry. 

The course is designed for mid- 
dle managers in the airline indus- 
try, who are not computer spe- 
cialists. and who have a require- 
ment for increased knowledge in 
the use of computer technology in 
the areas of commercial services. 
It covers such areas as manage- 
ment concept and applications, 
specialised applications in airline 
market research and forecasting, 
route planning, payload control, 
yield management, product de- 
sign. reservations, passenger and 
cargo services, corporate plan- 


ning and fleet planning. 

Special attention is given to the 
area of decision-making with re- 
spect to computerisation, justify- 
ing computer acquisition, cost/ 
benefit analysis, system evalua- 
tion and future trends in airline 
computer applications. 

The course was organised spe- 
cifically for the Middle East re- 
gion and Jordan was chosen be- 
cause of its central location in tbe 
area, its good conference facili- 
ties. the existing ariation infras- 
tructure and the great interest 
shown by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and RJ towards air transport 
in genera] and aviation training in 
particular. 

The course is attended by parti- 
cipants from Bangladesh, India, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kiribati (South 
Pacific), Mozambique. Nepal, 
Sudan. Tanzania. Uganda, Ye- 
men and Zimbabwe. 

The International Aviation 
Management Training Institute is 
a non-profit organisation funded 
by the government of Canada in 
association with the Canadian 
aviation industry. 



Under the Patronage of Their Royal Highnesses 

The Crown Prince and Princess Sarvath 

The Young Women's Muslim Association 
has the honour to present 

Mstislav Rostropovich 
The Grand Master of the Cello in concert 
at The Royal Cultural Centre 
on Saturday 25th March 1989 at 7.30 pm 

For further information and tickets 
contact 649189. 
between 10.00 am -1.00pm 

All proceeds to go to the YWMA Centre 
for the special education 
of handicapped children. 
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Humans’ sacred 


right 


THERE is no more eloquent way to describe the historic 
importance of the Hague meeting between leaders of 24 
countries to protect planet Earth’s atmosphere than to quote 
the words of His Majesty King Hussein to that gathering. In 
his address to the conference. His Majesty said: “The right 
of human beings to live is the most sacred of h nm a n rights. 
And the quality of life is an integral part of that right. That 
quality is being threatened now by the growing dangers to 
the Earth’s atmosphere. Onr beautiful planet, with which 
the Almighty God has blessed mankind, is being subjected 
to brutal attacks by modern man. Human beings all over the 
world have many thing s in common, but the one element 
that they all share equally is the atmosphere. The outer 
space of our planet belongs to mankind. It is not subject to 
the nations* territorial sovereignty or national airspace.” 

These words in fact reflect mankind’s profound sentiment 
and concern about what is currently being done or undone 
to suffocate our planet and life on it with savage indiffer- 
ences to environmental priorities. Both the industrial 
revolution and the post-industrial era have brought man- 
kind much hidden miseries and probable apocalyptic results 
that were unheeded for much too long. Coming as it did on 
die beds of the Brussels and London meetings on protecting 
the ozone layer, the Hague meetings serves as yet another 
pad to launch additional forceful campaigns at the highest 
possible level to save man and his planet from probable total 
destruction. The nature of the dangers confronting man and 
his environment are of such proportions that man can no 
longer be satisfied with pleas, appeals and even resolutions. 
In a 11th hour bid to go beyond mere pleas and appeals to 
save Earth’s atmosphere from farther destruction, begin the 
process of reversing the tide against the ozone layer and 
combating the “green boose effect” caused by the emission 
of carbon dioxide and other gases, the Hague mini-summit 
made daring efforts to cross the threshold of effective 
measures in these regards. 

By calling for more effective means and action-oriented 
measures coaxed in legally binding instruments, the Hague 
Declaration has gone farther than any previous internation- 
al effort to pat environmental concerns ahead of all other 
endeavours and pursuits. Even more, the declaration 
specifically highlighted the need to establish a compensatory 
mechanism to assist needy countries in their endeavours to 
meet their treaty obligations in environmental concerns. It is 
only fair that the big industrial countries, which brought 
about the destruction of Earth’s environment in the first 
place whether in outer space or here on planet Earth itself, 
should bear the brunt of the economical and technological 
responsibility to salvage mankind from the dangers and 
threats posed by the inhuman industrialisation and tech- 
nological advancements. 

However, due to the gravity of the situation in this 
context , and the global extent of the dangers posed, one 
would have wished that the Hague conference was attended 
by all the leaders of the world. To have all the leaders 
assembled under one roof for the solemn purpose of saving 
mankind and this environment from global catastrophy 
would have conveyed more persuasively and poignantly the 
global commitment to do something concrete about it. In 
fact, the Hague conference should serve as a prelude to an 
international summit for these purposes. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra’i daily Sunday launched an attack on Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for claiming that he has drawn up a plan 
for ending the current uprising in the occupied Arab territory. 
The paper said that Rabin has claimed that leading Palestinian 
figures have accepted his plan and that the government would 
discuss the plan in near future. The paper said that the plan entails 
holding elections in the occupied lands for die sake of finding a 
substitute leadership for the PLU which could negotiate an end to 
the uprising and a return to calm without having to involve the 
PLO in any moves leading towards peace. This plan, the paper 
noted, aims to minimise the importance of the uprising, draw a 
wedge within the ranks of the Palestinian people, create a new 
Palestinian leadership and prove that the projected peace 
conference is needless since the Palestinians and the Israelis can 
thrash out their dispute separately. The paper said that Rabin 
aims to create an autonomy rule which can by no means result in 
an independent Palestinian state. 


A columnist in AJ Ra’i daily criticises Washington's announced 
concern over Egypt's chemical weapons factory and says that it is 
ridiculous to see the superpowers criticising smaller nations for 
providing themselves with arms while they continue to stockpile 
all forms of mass destruction weapons. Tareq Masarwefa says that 
even if Egypt is turning its attention to chemical weapons 
production what has this to do with other nations which 
themselves produce them. Though the major nations produce 
deadly weapons they continue to describe the Arabs as terrorists 
possessing dangerous weapons and committing violence, the 
writer says. He points out that the Arabs have been victims of 
U.S. -Israeli terrorism over the past 30 years and different Arab 
countries wen? exposed to atrocities resulting from the U.S.- 
Israeli alliance. 


AI Dustour daily refers to His Majesty King Hussein’s participa- 
tion in the environment conference in the Hague which ended 
with the Hague Declaration. The paper quotes the King assaying 
in his address to the conference that a concerted international 
effort is required to put an end to the damage being done to the 
planet Earth. And. it says, the King has seized- the opportunity of 
his presence in Holland to puruse his on-going efforts to achieve 
peace in the Arab region. The King's talks with the heads of state 
dwelt on the on-going efforts to reach an Arab-Israeli peace 
settlement. Jordan is proud that it has been chosen along with 
carefully selected nations to discuss the world environment and 
sign the declaration and is also proud of the monarch's continued 
endeavours to help bring about peace to the Middle East. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


Right step on right direction 


ARABS in the Maghreb and Mashreq have over the years grown 
to be sceptical about all attempts at forging institutionalised Arab 
unity in view of ah repeated and contemporary setbacks in that 
direction. That is why all grandiose schemes to unite the Arab 
forces have thus far been treated with ridicule and a touch of 
cynicism if not with contempt by the Arabs. Yet to hear Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai last Wednesday describe the solid foundations 
of the newly created Arab Cooperation Council and the fall 
support that'the council enjoys from its four member states, one 
gets the distinct impression that this time around the articulation 
and adoption of the new Arab unity scheme is as genuine and 
effective as one can get it to be under the prevailing circumst- 
ances. To paraphrase Mr. Rifai’s words in this context, the 
construction and development of the council was not designed to 
be propelled by one giant leap forward. Rather it is designed to be 
built up one tier at a time so that every step of the way is carefally 
gauged, scrutinised and verified to make sure it is strong and 
viable enough to support the next unity layer on the way to 
complete coordination and cooperation. In other words, the Arab 
Cooperation Council would be provided with a built-in system to 
evolve the whole structure as the years go by and the experiences 

g nerated by the earlier phases of construction are added up. 

iven these assurances, the Arab Cooperation Council would 
grow and develop to the extent that circumstances and conditions, 
prevailing between the four countries concerned, would allow. It 
also follows that no new measures would be forced onto the new 
edifice of unity. Rather every step of the way will be gently, 
earnestly and pragmatically nursed till fall fruition is realised. It 
would be naive therefore to expect the infrastructure of the ACC 
to be completed in few months or even few years. There is a lot to 
be done and accomplished along the way. To begin with systems 
of communication and means of transportation between the four 


countries have a long way to go before they can cement the 
relations between them in a fashion that is necessary to shape tire 
future of the union. For a start, the peoples of the four countries 
need a network of rail, air and even sea systems of transportation 
to facilitate contacts, trade and exchange of ideas and views 
between them. As long as the citizens of these countries remain 
isolated from one another, materially and intellectually, not to 
mention socially and economically, the anion between them 
would remain more sham than real. Thus mobility between the 
four countries needs to be assured on both intellectual and 
material levels. 


The next set of hurdles that need to be overcome are politically 
related in the sense that the existing political will that is currently 
propelling the union should remain potent ami effective in the 
long run as well. The on-going meeting of minds between the four 
respective governments can be strengthened and consolidated as 
soon as the appropriate machinery and institutions are established 
for that purpose. One must be prepared for setbacks here and 
there and now and then. This is normal no matter how much 
preparedness has painstakingly been made. The European 
Economic Community encountered endless problems and obsta- 
cles that looked at first glance so formidable as to wreck what was 
already accomplished. But with perseverance all the European 
problems were rectified. In the Arab World we have a habit of 
panicking every time we confront a big problem along the path of 
our unity schemes. It would be wise, therefore, if built-in systems 
can be incorporated into the edifice of the union before hand in 
order to serve as corrective machinery when the time comes. In 
this context, a body of laws must tie legislated in this regard 
coupled with some judicial machinery to adjudicate disputes that 
are sure to arise once in a while between the parties. It is 


paramount in this context to expand on the ch art c r *<^2 

Incorporating detailed laws and regulations liwt prove 

sufficient to cope with the multitude of issues, both political and 
juridical, that will arise in the future. 

In relation to the outside world, ar one time or arwther there 
need to be some additional reflection on how to unify the 
diplomatic representations of the four countries in certain areas 
and in select capitals. Of course rlris is rather a *cry futuristic 
programme. Meanwhile the ACC must start thinking of having 
diplomatic representation in key diplomatic centres as New 
York. Geneva, Paris. Moscow, London. Brussels. Washington. 
Peking, Tokyo, Bonn. Such initial pooling of diplomatic repre- 
sentations could serve as experimental ground work for the 
futuristic unification of diplomatic efforts. For this initial diploma- 
tic unification, the ACC will of course strive to receive recogni- 
tion from the countries where it chooses te be collectively 
represented. 

To be sure there is a score of other issues and matters that need 
to be provided for in due course. To start reflecting on potential 
problems before they occur would be one sure, way of knowing 
how to deal with them once they derelop. But no matter how hard 
and difficult is the road ahead, the ACC b a goal that calls for the 
support of not only the governments of the four Arab countries 
but also their respective peopl and their private institutions. Tnc 
Arab peoples concerned are called upon to work diligently for 
their union and act on it with deep conviction, faith and trust. In 
the final analysis these people could make or break the union. 
The Arab dream for unity must be not be allowed once again to 
be derailed by undue scepticism or unjustified negativism. Now is 
the time to pool ail the resources of the four countries to make 
this Arab aspiration a reality come what may. 


New Soviet direction in the Middle East 


By Liesl Graz 


THE visit of Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze to 
five Middle Eastern countries has 
focussed attention on the new 
directions being taken by the 
Soviet Union in the region. Leav- 
ing aside the present and future 
role of the Soviet Union in a 
possible process of peace-mak- 
ing, the events involving the 
USSR in the Middle East since 
1985, the firat fall year of Gor- 
bachev’s leadership, are re- 
vealing. 

In 1985. Soviet stock in the 
Middle East was low, with the 
exception of the then still-existent 
“rejection front”: Syria. South 
Yemen, Algeria, Libya, and the 
PLO. Relations with Egypt were 
practically at rock bottom and not 
only because of Egypt ostracism 
by Moscow’s friends. Anwar 
Sadat had been a master at rub- 
bing up the Soviets the wrong 
way and President Mubarak was 
just beginning to think about 
improving relations with the 
country where he had studied in 
the late 1950s. Even though arms 
deliveries to Iraq had been re- 
sumed in 1982 (they were cut at 
the beginning of the war in 1980). 
the 1972 treaty of friendship and 
cooperation was not enough to 
guarantee friendly relations. Iraq 
had not hesitated to condemn the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 
1979 and since then things had 
never been the same. 


The turning point 


In the Arabian peninsula. 1985 
was a turning point. In Septem- 
ber, Oman announced that it was 
establishing diplomatic relations 
with the USSR; until then it was 
probably the most strongly anti- 
Soviet of all the Arab states, with 
the arguable exception of Saudi 
Arabia. The surprise was total. 
Neither the British nor the Amer- 
icans had any warning; the latter 
were furious, the former thought 
that it was a normal develop- 
ment. The reasons given by 
Oman are worth looking at. be- 
cause they were premonitory of 
the spreading change in thinking 
toward the Soviet Union. 

First, the Soviet Union was no 
longer perceived as a direct 
threat; in Oman's case by being 
convinced that the USSR was no 
longer working through South 
Yemen to destabilise the Sultan- 
ate and the Gulf. Second, by 1985 
the Soviets were visibly bogged 
down in Afghanistan, visibly 
enough for the scare-talk of seek- 
ing an outlet to the warm seas, 
fomenting revolution in Baluchis- 
tan and heading for the Gulf oil 
fields to seem like old hat. Third, 
and this element was less openly 
acknowledged, there was, even in 
the Gulf, a premise of disen- 
chantment with the United 
States: too many real or per- 
ceived slaps in the face over arms 
deals, too much taking-for- 
granted and, even before the 
Iran-contra affair hit the public 
eye, a vague sense that all was not 
well in that quarter. 

From there on, bit by bit, the 
Soviet Union began its quiet en- 
try into the so-called moderate 
Middle East. There was the 
Kuwaiti charter of Soviet tankers 
in January 1987 (Kuwait was the 
only Gulf country to have main- 
tained normal relations with the 
Soviet Union since independ- 
ence) and the interesting fact that 
the Soviet ships delivering arms 
destined for Iraq were able to 
continue steaming up the Gulf 
regularly, approximately once a 
month, without ever being 
stopped. 

In the meantime, the UAE 
followed Oman in establishing 
fairly enthusiastic relations with 
the Soviet Union, as h had 


wanted to do for years, but, each 
time had been dissuaded by Saudi 
Arabia. Last summer, after the 
United States rather awkwardly 
asked for explanations about 20- 
odd Stingers acouired on the 
open market, Qatar followed 
suit. That leaves only Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia; and Bahrain 
has been edging toward indirect 
relations, trade, even some 
tourism. 


The Saudis hold back 


Saudi Arabia is, of course, the 
big piece missing from the puzzle. 
Although there have been several 
ministerial visits to Moscow since 
1986 and, in early 1988, explora- 
tory talks on going farther, the 
step has not yet been taken. The 
Saudi special relationship with 
the U.S. no longer stands in the 
way. Nor, one might think, the 
problem of Soviet opposition to 
religion in general; “scientific 
atheism” is a doctrine of the past, 
and the practice of Islam like that 
of Christianity has, by all 
accounts, become practically nor- 
mal (except, perhaps, for pilgrim- 
age permits). 

On one point the interests of 
the kingdom would seem to mesh 
perfectly with those of the Soviet 
Union: to contain Iran and the 
influence of the Iranian brand of 
Islam. But that has not been quite 
enough yet to counter Saudi wor- 
ries about the future of Afghanis- 
tan, even after the Soviet retreat. 
It was not by accident that last 
November's meeting between die 
Mujahedin leaders and Yuli 
Vorontsov, the Soviet deputy 
foreign minister, was held in Taif. 
The symbolism of the proximity 
to Mecca seemed obvious. As for 
Vorontsov, since 1985 he has 
been the chief architect of the 
new Soviet policy in the Arab 
peninsula (as well as being nego- 
tiator on Afghanistan and now 
Soviet ambassador to Kabul) and 
has become a familiar figure in 
the Gulf capitals. 


without reason, both Yemens, 
North and South, continue to 
worry Saudi Arabia. The rap- 
prochement between the two 
which seemed promising last au- 
tumn has run into problems. 
These problems were certainly 
not fomented directly by the 
USSR, although the question of 
Soviet military presence remains 
thorny for a 11 concerned. The 
civil war in Aden in 1986 coin- 
cided with the process of the 
Soviet thaw and once the dust 
settled, the Soviets quietly tried 
to make themselves less visible 
without leaving completely. In 
the last year they have suggested, 
for example, that the Germans 
take over development projects 
which they used to run them- 
selves — the West Germans, that 
is. However, it is still the Soviet 
Union which got the operating 
contract for the first oil fields 


which should be coming on 
stream in 1990. The status of the 
military installations is not quite 
dear; the Soviet presence on the 
island of Socotra is almost cer- 
tainly less strong than some West- 
ern media have announced, but it 
does exist and it is still too much 
for the Saudis (or for that matter, 
the North Yemenis, in case of 
eventual rennification) to sto- 
mach. 


Damascus and Baghdad 


After the long years of fear of 
the Soviet pres e nce in the Middle 
East, the Soviets have become 
almost Reassuring, moderating fi- 


gures. The cliches have gone: 
with the demise {if the “irresisti- 


ble drive to the warm seas 
another seems to be fraying at the 
edges, the immutable friendship, 
or alliance, with Syria. If a choice 
had to be made — and it is a 


choice that the Soviet Union 
would like to avoid — between 
Damascus and Baghdad, the lat- 
ter would probably come out on 
top. Syria depends on the Soviet 
Union for its arms, but it is not 
getting all it would like. Nor is it 
willing to act like a simple satel- 
lite, as Lebanon unfortunately 
shows. 

The situation with Iraq is more 
complex still. Despite the 
friendship treaty, there is little 
trust between the two countries. 
They are ready to use each other 
for what they can get out of it, no 
more and no less. Iraq is a better 
market than Syria and it needs 
the Soviet Union to build up its 
arms industry. Western suppliers 
have had to wait, sometimes for 
years, to be paid by Iraq, but the 
Soviets have been getting hard 
currency promptly for their milit- 
ary hardware; not much else is 


now bought from the USSR. 

The Iraqis are also the Soviet 
Union's fafowrfc for a situation in 
Iran with which they are far from 
happy. It is less the Islamic Re- 
public as such that seems to 
bother them than the fact of an 
unstable neighbour. Because, in 
the final analysis, the Soviet Un- 
ion's priority in the Middle East 
seems to be stability and not. as 
was long thought, influence as 
such. In fact, since its first con- 
cern, like that of the United 
States, is still with East-West 
relations, the Middle East could 
just, in Soviet eyes, be one more 
road to good relations with the 
Americans. In an interview on 
French television on February 22. 
Israeli Prime Minister Shamir 
hinted that he thought as much — 
and seemed worried by the pros- 
pect — Middle East Internation- 
al. London. 


Japan leads aid donors 


Relations with Yemen 


There is another point on 
which latent misunders tandin g 
remains: South Yemen. With or 


IT IS not only on the internation- 
al political plane that recent de- 
velopments have engendered 
optimism, ha their own way both 
the Japanese government and the 
World Bank have also brought 
some welcome cheer to the global 
economic scene. 

The Japanese cabinet has 
approved a 7.8 per cent rise in its 
Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) programme for 1989-90 
financial year. Amongst other 
things this is expected to mean 
that Japan will retain its title as 
the world’s leading aid donor. 

Meanwhile, according to the 
World Bank, the 4.5 per cent 
average economic growth 
achieved among the ten member- 
states of the Southern Africa De- 
velopment Co-ordination Confer- 
ence last year outstripped the 
population increase (3.3 per cent) 
for the first time in 15 years. 

This is welcome news, not least 
symbolically in that it breaks a 
stubborn vicious circle for these 
countries. But it is another sign 
that sub-Saharan African govern- 
ments are be ginning to reap some 
benefit from their economic re- 


forms. , 

The boosting of Japan's official 
aid is in line with Premier 
Takes hi ta’s pledge that his coun- 
try would contribute at least $50 
billion in ODA between now and 
1992. 

According the Foreign Minis- 
try officials in Tokyo, the in- 
crease would enable the govern- 
ment to fulfil its promise to cancel 
$226 million worth of debts owed 
by the poorest developing nations 
as well as to launch a programme 
of grants for small-scale projects 
in the Third World. 

The Japanese believe that last 
year they replaced the United 
States as the largest individual aid 
giver. They claim that if private 
capital flows are taken into 
account, Japan now channels far 
more money than anyone else 
into the developing countries. 

' in 1987 — the latest year for 
which the figures are available — 
its official aid totalled almost $7.5 
billion^ as against the US’s $8.9 
billion. By then Japan was contri- 
buting 18 per cent of total ODA 
aid as against two per cent in 
1962. 


ODA, which accounts for 80 
per cent of global economic 
assistance, is provided by the 18 
leading member-countries of the 
Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and . Developments 
These are the major Western 
industrialised nations and Japan. 


By 1987, the Japanese had also 
become by far the biggest donor 
to the World Bank, the regional 
development banks and other 
United Nations' agencies. Their 


contributions totalled $2.2 billion 
compared with the slightly less 
than $2 billion provided bv the 
U.S. 

Most of Japan's bilateral eco- 
nomic aid has been directed to- 
wards Asia and Oceania, but it is 
now devoting increasing attention 
■to sub-Saharan Africa. 

Behind Japan’s emergence as 
the foremost aid giver lies its 
striking economic success and the 
resultant huge trade surpluses — 
Lion Features. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Gnls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Mjdnight 

Tel. 638968 


JSLTtirM 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Titri mway avaffaltfe 

Open dailv 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 > 


/ CHOPS s 
CHINESE 
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Korean Bar-B-G 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
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Location: Near 3rd Circle 
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The World of Islam Festival Trust has survived on a 
shoestring budget since it was created in 1973. It. has 
launched a new appeal forfundsin order to pursue its goal of 
promoting greater understanding of Islam in the West. * 


By Maureen Ali . 

LONDON — Until now, Alistair ■ 
Duncan, director of the World of 
Islam Festival Trusty has sub- 
scribed to the wisdom of keeping 
a low profile, while beavering 
away in his unass uming -little 
office in London's South Kens- 
ington. “It seemed to be the right 
thing to do, 1 ’ said Duncan in an 
interview, “since we never knew 
how long we would keep going.” 
Now, out of frustration — 
almost desperation — he has de- 
cided to go public and issue a 
vide appeal for support for the 
Trust’s valuable work in promot- 
ing a greater understanding of 
Islam in the West. “I have been 
appealing all year to the Muslim 
governments for .support,” said 
Duncan, “and not one piastre has 
been forthcoming. If we are to 
continue, and I believe we ought 
to, then we have got to generate 
more finances.” 

The World of Islam Festival 
Trust was formed in London in 
1973 under the' chairmanship of 
the former British diplomat, Sir 
Harold Beeley, “to make an im- 
portant and permanent contribu- 


tion towards anew understanding 
of Islamic and Muslim civilisation 
in the Western hemisphere.” 

-The trust’s credentials were 
established with the 1976 World 
of Islam Festival which was 
opened in London by Queen Eli- 
zabeth n. The festival lasted for 
three months and was attended 
by leading dignitaries from many 
parts of the world, including die 
Sheikh of A1 Azhar University in 
Cairo, who was received by the 
bead of the Church of England, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Media coverage 

The festival comprised exhibi- 
tions in major London galleries, 
conferences, concerts, films and 
lectures as far afield as Edinburgh 
and Exeter. It drew a large and 
receptive audience and generated 
substantial press, radio and tele- 
vision coverage. 

Writing about die event. Sir 
Harold Beeley said, “It is hoped 
that the festival enlarged the 
opening in the West to Islamic 
culture, and wfl] stimulate further 
and more thorough exploration 
of its specific forms. The World 
of Islam Festival Trust intends to 


play a continuing part in this 
endeavour.” 

In the intervening 13 years, 
that was exactly the trust’s role, 
albeit in a discreet fashion. Some 
2 i exhibitions, 26 publications, 
seven films and a unde range of 
talks, lectures, academic and 
other supporting activities mater- 
ialised on a shoe-string budget. 
From one year to the next, the 
trust limped along on a modest 
£60,000 budget, 90 per cent of it 
spent directly on projects. 

Bat by 2987 funds began to dry 
up and the future of the trust 
seemed to be in question. 

“A lot of people will not miss 
us until we disappear, said Dun- 
can. “There is not always con- 
crete evidence of what we are 
doing. We are not building mos- 
ques, we do not have a political 
role, so it is hard to quantify our 
work. 1 see us as a catalyst, a 
channel, a conduit pulling people 
together. We provide education 
and knowledge, we offer in- 
formation, scholarships, bur- 
saries. 

“Because of WIFT,” he said, 
“all sorts of people have achieved 
their objectives, they have shown 
t hat b arriers can come down. 
WIFT has helped to present a 
face of Islam which Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike can enjoy , can 
relate to and identify with. WIFT 


has facilitated a cross-fertilization 
of ideas, a cultural interface 
which has led to a greater under- 
standing, but there can be no 
commercial advantage in sup- 
porting us, no material gain.” 

Although Duncan's appeals to 
governments have been without 
success, there will be a reprieve 
for another year, thanks to an 
assortment of donors which in- 
clude the Libyan Jamiate Ad 
Dawaa al Islamiyye (which has 
pledged itself to establishing 
stronger links with the Christian 
world); the Arab-British Cham- 
ber of Commerce in London; the 
Arab Ambassadors Council in 
London and a group of Arab 
businessmen who prefer to re- 
main anonymous. Duncan's own 
salary is furnished by a private 
donation and fo r the moment 
remains outside WIFTs minimal 
budget of £45,000 for 1989. 

Much potential 

“There is a great reluctance 
among Islamic organisations to 
help us, even though we are 
doing a lot to help them.” said 
Duncan. “So how are we to plan 
for the future? There is so much 
potential, yet we are unable to* 
fulfil it. Our contacts are so wide- 
ranging. 

“We have had requests from 
schools and arts and educational 
organisations for help in explor- 


ing how to present information or 
even prepare educational prog- 
rammes on Islam, We have 
helped post-graduate students 
from the Middle East to complete 
their research. We have set up a 
Lectureship in Islamic Art and 
Architecture at Oxford Uni- 
versity. 

“We have given financial sup- 
port to important Islamic libraries 
and research facilities such as the 
Chest Beatty Library in Dublin 
and the Cresswell Memorial Lib- 
rary in Cairo. We have arranged 
exchange visits between students 
from the U.K. and the Middle 
East. There have been important 
exhibitions in London, Paris, and 
Helsinki, and just recently we 
sponsored an Islamic Calligraphy 
exhibition from Geneva on a tour 
to London, Zurich and Amman.” 

The list is ongoing. WIFTs 
higb-quality publications are clas- 
sics in their field. The recent 
Mamloke Jerusalem (623 pages; 
£115) is the result of a 15-year 
survey of Jerusalem by the British 
School of Archaeology there. It 
provides definitive evidence of 
the city’s rich Islamic heritage 
and is a work of unique scho- 
larship. So, too. is the magnifi- 
cent 640-page Sana’a, An Ara- 
bian Isfamic City, priced at £105. 

“We actually publish the un- 
publishable,” said Duncan. 



World of Islam Festival Trust director Alistair Duncan. 


“None of our books will ever be 
commercial best sellers, but they 
are classics and will always re- 
main so.” 

Considering its somewhat 
h and- to-mouth existence, 
WIFTs achievements are lauda- 
tory. “But there is so much more 


we could be doing,” argued Dun- 
can. “We need £100,000 a year if 
we are to continue, and I believe 
that we must continue. 

“Our role is unique. It is neith- 
er theological nor political; we try 
to maintain a balance of trust 
between Muslim and non-Mus- 


lim. We have access to the best 
brains and contacts at the highest 
levels and have a number of 
major projects in the pipeline. 
Our work has invaluable long- 
term potential but I am afraid 
much will have to go to waste” — 
Academic File. 



VZ The beauty of a Britain from another era 

Britain discovers that 
it pays to have a past 




By Kate Dourian 

Reuter 

YORK, England — Packaged 
tours to the pasr have become a 
profit-maker for British leisure 
firms exploiting a growing fas- 
cination with history. 

Thousands of tourists visit 
model ancient villages peopled by 
wax figures. Baronial homes are 
being converted into hotels, Ro- 
man villas restored, and ancient 
titles dusted and auctioned off. 

“Heritage and tradition are 
one of the greatest pulls, especial- 
ly for Americans,” said June 
Primmer of the British. Tourist 
Board. 

One firm -staking its future on 
the past is heritage projects, 
which figures among a growing 
crop of companies specialising in 
the thriving “Heritage Industry.” 

Using advanced technology, 
they make the past accessible 
with model houses, wax figures, 
theme parks and other scenic 
recreations of history. 

Some academics worry that this 
trivialises history. But Heritage 
Managing Director Anthony 
Gaynor takes pride in compari- 
sons of bis company's creations to 
Disneyland. 

“Why do people come to Bri- 
tain? It's not for sun-soaked 
beaches or the climate. They come 
because of its contribution to the 
world today,” said Gaynor, 
whose York-based company has a 
chain of model villages and theme 
parks around the country. 

Its first venture followed the 
discovery of Viking remains be- 
neath die streets of York, then 
called Jorvik. The 15,000 objects 
ranged from 10th century socks to 
coins and pottery. 

As archeologists peeled back 
the debris of centuries, houses 
and workshops emerged, sriH 


containing the vestiges of every- 
day life in a 1, 000-year old vil- 
lage. 

Rather than sweep them away, 
the firm’s founders created the 
Jorvik Vflting centre, a creation 
of a Viking village which has 
become one of the country’s most 
popular admission-charging tour- 
ist spots since opening in 1984. 

Time cars 

-Visitors ride in electronic “time 
cars” past scenes of Viking fife in 
a dimly fit cavern where sights, 
sounds and smells of yore are 
recreated. 

As the time car glides through 
the streets of the model village, 
the stench emanating from a 
structure designed as a 10th cen- 
tury cesspit is unmistakable. 

The firm went to a company 
specialising in removing toxic 
waste to help create the authentic 
scent. 

Jorvik has been emulated in 
Canterbury, where Chaucer’s Can- 
terbury Tales are brought alive 
visually, in Oxford, where centur- 
ies of academe' have been carved 
out of wax and clay, and in 
Edinburgh where the dry’s his- 
tory is portrayed. 

Tunbridge Wells is soon to 
have its “day al the wells” theme 
park while a coal museum will 
depict life in the Victorian “Black 
Country” mines. 

Tourism is one of the fastest 
growing major industries in Bri- 
tain. Provisional estimates for 
1988 revenue are expected to top 
$26.1 billion, two or three per 
cent up on the previous year. 

Tourism earnings by the 1990s 
are projected to exceed $37 mil- 
lion. 

When historical data is ex- 
hausted, heritage projects can 
turn to myth and tradition for 



fiiture inspiration; said Gaynor m 
his office which has a' view of 
York minster. Inside the mins- 
ter, which was visited by more 
than two million people in 1987, 
tourists can contribute to upkeep 
costs in return for certificates 
stating the minutes their donation 
adds to the life of the medieval 
structure. 

Auctioning lordships 

For those with at least $12,000 
to spare, there's always the En- 
glish aristocracy which is provid- 
ing investment opportunities in 
the heritage market. 

In an office in Chelmsford, east 
of London, Ray Knappet over- 
seas preparations for auctioning 
lordships of the manor. 

In the past decade, British aris- 
tocrats whose bank balances do 
not match the wealth of their 
pedigrees have been selling 
ancestral titles held by t heir fami- 
lies for centuries. 

The title gives anyone the right 
to become lord of a piece of land 
on paper, and it sometimes carries 
other centuries-old rights. 

The lordship of east Horsley, 
sold in 1986 for $17,600, comes 
with the obsolete “droit de seig- 
neur” which gives the lord first 
right to lie with peasant girls on 
their wedding night. 

A more recent sale involved 
the lordship of the manor of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, birthplace 
of Britain’s most enduring export 
— William Shakespeare — which sold 
for $152,250. 

“What you buy is a piece of 
history, an asset which can be 
valued as property,” said Knap- 
pet, who counts clients from the 
United States, the Middle East 
and Europe as customers. 

Japanese and Americans 
formed the bulk of the 67 million 
visitors to the 427,980 listed 
buildings in Britain in 1987. 

A Japanese businessman was 
so enamoured of a Scottish castle 
that he asked British Rail to 
quote him a price for transporting 
the structure stone by stone to 
Japan. Masabiko Tsugawa had to 
abandon the plan uften told it 
was not feasible. 


Water power in Uganda 


Water resources in Uganda have been a major cause of 
disease. Now attempts are being made to ensure the 
delivery of safe water to the people. 


By Richard G. Mugga ’ 

GENEVA — The reforms begun 
in Uganda have concentrated 
among other areas on removing 
one major source of distress and 
disease in the country — unclean 
water. 

Most country areas of Uganda 
suffer from a serious lack of 
adequate water supply. A large 
proportion of the population does 
not have reasonable access to safe 
water and is without facilities for 
hygienic waste disposal. Particu- 
larly in remote communities, wa- 
ter sources are either absent, 
inadequate, distant, polluted or 
unreliable. The consequences are 
the obvious ones: hardship and 
disease. 

Most rural communities cannot 
afford to pay for building, operat- 
ing and maintaining, their own 
tyater-supply systems, so the gov- 
ernment has to provide improved 
sources of water as a general 
service. Since water is a limited 
and valuable resource, and since 
its development requires high in- 
vestment, it must be efficiently 
used and must be safeguarded at 
the highest national level. 

In the pre-colonial days, water 
used to be collected from natural 
sources. People used to collect 
water from such rivers as the 
Nile, Mayanja or Agago and 
from natural springs and dug 
wells. All these sources were 
open to contamination. 

Snbsequently most of the bore- 
holes were drilled during the col- 
onial days. But when one looks at 
their distribution throughout the 
country, most of them are con- 
centrated in the east and north of 
Uganda, while very few are found 
in B Uganda. Toro and elsewhere. 

Ten-point programme 

The present government has as 
its primary objective to establish 
a working democracy based on 
direct popular participation both 
as regards decision-making and 
putting policies into effect. That 
is why democracy tops the Ten- 
point Programme. Development 
programmes are planned with the 
full realisation that rural areas wiD 
continue to contain the bulk of 
the population and to provide the 
backbone to the economy, for 
many decades to come. 

Improved rural water supply is 
meant to promote economic 
growth in these country areas. A 
new water supply may even en- 
courage permanent settlement in 
a particular area, and influence 
migration patterns by slowing 
down rurai-to-urban migration 
rates. And, of course, better 
health is expected to be a direct 
consequence. 

Among the constraints to pro- 
viding water supply systems in the 
countryside are the lack of any 
pre-existing organisation, admi- 
nistration, finance and commun- 
ity participation. And the major 
problems encountered in rural 


water supply are: shortage of 
water during the dry seasons, the 
long daily treks to carry water 
from the sources and the pollu- 
tion of surface water which en- 
courages such diseases as schisto- 
somiasis and dysentery. The first 
aim in improving the quality of 
drinking water is to reduce the 
effect of these diseases. 

Where water is scarce, people 
spend a great deal of time and 
energy canying a few litres of 
water from far-off sources, so the 
amount of water they use is the 
absolute minimum required for 
survival. 


When water is rationed for 
drinking and preparing food, it 
leaves very little for maintaining 
personal hygiene. Hardly surpri- 
singly, people will prefer to draw 
water from a nearby stream 
which may be severely polluted 
rather than trek to a distant bore- 
hole. 

Any attempt to provide an 
alternative source must have 
some advantage that the people 
will appreciate and the most ob- 
vious one may be convenience. 
Apart from using water for drink- 
ing and watering animals, river 
water can also be tapped for 
irrigation schemes, fisb growing, 
recreation or to proride small- 
scale electricity jfower for local 
use. 


All such activities which contri- 
bute directly and indirectly to the 
better health of the people con- 
cerned also contribute 
tremendously to rural develop- 
ment and the agrarian revolution. 

It has been proved that the 
incidence of water-related dis- 
eases cannot be reduced by sup- 
plying safe water alone. It must 
be accompanied by improved 
hygiene, health education and 
improved sanitation. Through 
health education the community 
should be made aware that water 
drawn from a treated or good 
source can be contaminated dur- 
ing transport to or storage in their 
homes. 

Some of the water-related dis- 
eases depend for their spread on 
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comparable population — Sri Lanka 
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1 Source: World Development Report 1988. 
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material from human and animal 
faeces gening into drinking wa- 
ter. The chain of transmission 
may be broken by safe disposal of 
faeces as well as by protecting the 
water supplies. So it is important 
to improve sanitary excreta dis- 
posal by encourag ing the use of 
properly constructed latrines and 
reducing indiscriminate defeca- 
tion in or near water sources. 

Indeed, it is no use developing 
community water supply and 
sanitation unless people are At the 
same time aware of the health 
impact. From a public health 
point of view the essential 
requirements of a community wa- 
ter supply are safety, adequacy, 
convenience and continuity. Wa- 
ter-borne epidemics in Uganda 
are mainly associated with com- 
munal water supplies; and the 
larger the community, the greater 
the population exposed to risk at 
any one time. 

Water-borne disease 

The most serious water-borne 
diseases, apart from cholera and 
typhoid fever, include dysentery, 
gastro-enteritis and certain virus 
infections. Lack of personal 
hygiene where water supply is 
limited can result in trachoma, 
scabies and yaws. New reservoirs 
and irrigation ditches may form 
breeding grounds for insects that 
transmit malaria and filariasis, or 
may provide a habitat for the 
water-snails that spread schisto- 
somiasis or the cyclops that cause 
dracunculiasis (guinea worm). 

The government intends to 
provide more protection for 
springs and shallow well construc- 
tion, to maintain existing valley 
tanks and build new ones, to drill 
new boreholes and increase the 
use of the windmills to pump 
water, to rehabilitate existing 
piped water systems, and to ex- 
tend the existing gravity-fed sys- 
tems. 

Village communities have 
already shown that, given proper 
guidance, they can protect their 
own springs without waiting for 
the government or any other 
agency to provide construction 
materials such as cement. 

Shallow well construction has 
proved less successful because it 
calls for so much skilled labour; 
in any case they dry up during 
drought periods when water is 
needed most. The Ministry of 
Water Resources has acquired 
several new rotary drilling rigs to 
supplement those already pro- 
cured with the help of interna- 
tional development agencies. 
Local pump repairers are being 
trained to cover the whole coun- 
try and to be linked with the new 
borehole drilling programmes. 

Since water is fife, a good water 
supply has high priority, and 
Uganda has to rely first and 
foremost on its own strength, 
resources and abilities. The im- 
provement in the quantity and 
quality of the water available to 
the people will undoubtedly 
promote better health for every- 
body, and this in turn will help to 
speed up the whole country's 
development process. — 
Academic File. 
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Economy 



L. America to pursue debt relief goals 


CIUDAD GUAYANA, Venezuela (R) — Foreign 
ministers of the Group of eight Latin American 
countries, while welcoming a new U.S. debt initia- 
tive, agreed to continue promoting their own plan 
for relief on the region’s $401 billion debt. 


In a communique issued Satur- 
day after a meeting here, they 
said Latin America should prom- 
ote these proposals when the 
Inter-American Development 
Bank holds its annual meeting in 
Amsterdam next week and at the 
'IMF Interim Committee meeting 
in Washington in April. 

“The foreign ministers consi- 
dered it necessary to use forth- 
coming international financial 
meetings... to give priority to the 
Rio De Janeiro document,” it 
said. 

This document, drawn up by 
seven Latin American finance 
ministers in the Brazilian city last 
December, proposes debt reduc- 
tion without conditions attached 
well as guaranteed new 


as 


financing. 

The Group of Eight meeting 
also produced agreement be- 
tween Mexico. Venezuela and 
Colombia to speed up economic 
aid to Central America. 

The debt plan announced Fri- 
day by U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady has evoked 
generally positive reaction from 
Latin American governments, 
but Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez said it did not go 
far enough. 

“This is a very timid step which 
does not meet the basic aspira- 
tions of our people,” he told 
reporters here Friday. 

The Brady plan envisages using 
existing resources in the World 
Bank and the International 


Monetary Fund to guarantee debt 
reduction schemes for countries 
that adopt fund-approved econo- 
mic adjustment programmes. 

At the meeting here, the fore- 
ign ministers of Argentina, Col- 
ombia, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay 
and Venezuela, and a senior offi- 
cial of Brazil's foreign ministry 
agreed to take their debt propos- 
als to a meeting with the Euro- 
pean Community in Granada, 
Spain, on April IS. 

“(This meeting) is an impor- 
tant opportunity to strengthen 
the dialogue on international 
financial developments, foreign 
debt and trade,” the communi- 
que said. 

At 'a news conference Satur- 
day, the foreign ministers of Col- 
ombia, Mexico and Venezuela 
announced an initiative of the 
three countries to intensify eco- 
nomic aid to Central America. 

Mexican Foreign Minister Fer- 
nando Solana said the program- 
involved technical support, 


me 


Experts approve giant Chinese project 


PEKING (R) — A plan to build a 
giant dam on the Yangtze river 
which would involve resettling 
more than a million people over- 
came a key hurdle as a group of 
'top experts gave their approval. 

National newspapers have said 
. that a panel of more than 500 
experts gave the green light to the 
three gorges dam after a 32- 
month study despite strong 
opposition. 

The plan has gone to the top 
leadership for final approval. 

Building the 185-metre dam 
would take 18 years, involve an 
investment of 36.11 billion yuan 
(S9.8 billion) at 1986 prices and 
the resettlement of 1.13 million 
people who live in areas that 
would be flooded. 

The study concluded that the 
dam was the only way to stop 
serious flooding on the river, 
generate enormous amounts of 
badly-needed electricity and 
allow ocean-going vessels to 
.reach cities up-river. 

“Building the dam should start 
-as soon as possible,” it said, 
.adding that doubts about whether 
it would cause earthquakes, land- 
slides and damage to the environ- 
■ment had been resolved. 

’ People's Daily quoted oppo- 
nents within the group as saying 
the project was too big, the in- 
vestment too large and was not 
'suitable for China’s current eco- 
nomic conditions, with no return 


on investment until the next cen- 
tury. 

A group of intellectuals and 
journalists last week held a news 
conference at which they called 
for public debate and voiced their 
opposition to the project. 

Few of China's leaders, who 
must make the final decision, 
have publicly expressed their 
opinion. 

Vice-Premier Yao Yilin, a top 
economic policy-maker, was 
quoted by the China News Ser- 
vice in January as saying it was 
impossible to consider the project 
for five years and that people 
should not spend too much time 
discussing it. 


whether the project goes ahead. 

“Building it is perfectly in line 
with current austerity policies 
which call for investment money 
to be spent on priority areas such 
as energy and transport.” the 
diplomat said. 


A Western diplomat said Prime 
Minister Li Peng favoured the 
project and pushed it when he. 
was vice-premier in charge of 
energy. He said some people 
gauge Li’s success or failure by 


Energy shortages in China are 
worsening because industry is 
growing faster than increases in 
power output, dosing many fac- 
tories for three or four days a 
week. 

The newspaper Economic Dai- 
ly said national coal stocks this 
year had fallen by 21 million 
tonnes from a year earlier to 107 
million, the lowest level in five 
years. Coal is the principal source 
of power in China. 

It said the gap between de- 
mand and supply of coal in 1990. 
would increase to 90 million ton- 
nes and reach 100 million by the 
end of century. 
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CONTRACTING FIRM IN AMMAN LOOKING lO BUY 
IMMEDIATELY HINO TRUCKS ANY MODEL, ANY CONDI- 
TION (USED OR BREAKING FOR SPARES). 

PHONE 06/667835 
FAX 06/661618 


EZD 



M.S.C. ^ootv* S lotlAt 



Diskettes 
5.25? 3.5? 8 


Computer Tape I Data Cartridge 


I 


3600 ft, 2400 ft, I DC 600 A, DC300XLP 
1200ft, 600 ft. | DC 1000, DC 2000 


y Fore more information please call 655470 


ioUJI JUuftl 

oleUoaJl 5 J 
MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 


Central Tender No. (20/89) 
IRBID JERASH HIGHWAY 
(SECTION III) 



The Ministry of Public Works and Rousing (MPWH) is 
inviting previously prequalified contractors who wish to 
participate in this tender. The project is financed by the 
OECF Japanese Loan. Tender copies will be available at 
the Tenders Directorate starting Mar. 13, 1989 according 
to the following stipulations: 


1 . 


Scope of work: 

The project consists of 1 6 km four-lane highway jinking 
Zarqa Bridge to Baqaa including one bridge and three 
underpasses. 

Summary of main items of work: 

1. Excavation 3,000,000 m 3 

2. Pavement 840.000 m 3 

3. Concrete 20,000 m 3 


2. Cost of each copy of Tender Documents is JD 500. — 
and no refunds will be made. 

3. Last date for purchase of tender documents is April 

1st, 1989. . 

4. Site visit will be conducted on April 1st, 1989 and a 
pretender meeting will be held at MPWH on April 3rd, 
1989. 

5. The .Central Tenders Committee reserves the right to 
award the tender to the lowest responsive tenderer 
provided his ceiling permits such award. 

6. Tenders shall be submitted at the Government Tenders 
Directorate not later than 1:30 afternoon on April 12, 
1989. 


Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Director, Govt, Tenders Directorate 
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Real Estate at 685342 


tariff concessions and a more 
efficient channelling of financial 
aid through the Caribbean De- 
velopment Bank and the Central 
American Bank for Economic 
Integration. 

‘There would not be an in- 
crease in financing in the short 
tenn, but more efficient use of 
funds,” he said. 

Solana said the new plan did 
not contemplate lifting a suspen- 


sion On Venezuelan and Mexican 
oil shipments to Nicaragua, which 
he said continued to be a financial 
matter tied to Nicaragua's ability 
to settle it debts. 

But Venezuelan Foreign Minis- 
ter Enrique Tejera Paris said he 
saw a recent improvement in 
Nicaragua's political situation 
leading to increased economic aid 
and a solution to the oil suspen- 
sion. 


De Beers reports 
dazzling 9 88 profit 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African diamond giant De 
Beers has said its profits more 
than doubled last year as the gem 
market made a sparkling recov- 
ery from a five-year slump. 

De Beers Consolidated Mines, 
which controls about 80 per cent of 
the world’s diamonds, said after- 
tax profit jumped, to 2.09 billion 
rand (S877 million) in the year 
ended last Dec. 31 from 1.04 
billion rand (S536 million), 

“A number of factors com- 
bined to enable us to come out 
with this pleasing result,” De 
Beers Chairman Julian Ogilvie 
Thompson told a news confer- 
ence in Johannesburg. 

“The results reflect both an 
increase in sales volumes and 
higher diamond prices, which 
were last raised in May 1988,” he 
noted. 

Pre-tax profit rose 88 per cent 
to 2.87 billion rand ($1.20 billion) 
and the company lifted its total 
dividend to 200 cents (84 U.S. 
cents) from 110 cents (46 U.S. 
rents). 

The company’s soaring profits 
followed a report in January by 
De Beers' London-based Central 
Selling Organisation that sales of 
rough gems and industrial di- 
amonds soared 36 per cent to a 
record $4.17 billion in 1988, con- 
firming a recovery in the diamond 
market since a deep slump that 
began in 1981. 

“We don’t expect retail di- 
amond sales to grow quite as well 
this year as in 1988, but indica- 
tions are that our main markets 
are continuing to expand,” Ogil- 
vie Thompson said. 

De Beers was closely watching 
whether higher interest rates and 
the firm dollar would reduce 


sales, particularly in Japan which 
accounts for 22 per cent of di- 
amond jewellery sales. 

“There was some hesitation in 
Japan in the latter half of last 
year, but it's too early at this 
point to have firm figures for 
these markets,” Ogilvie Thomp- 
son said. 


Stock market analysts said the 
earnings rise and marked increase 
in the dividend signalled De 
Beers' confidence that the ex- 
traordinary boom in the diamond 
market would continue, though 
probably at a slightly slower rate. 

“The broad picture seems that 
just about everything went well 
for them. The profit on the di- 
amond account is restored to 
boom-time levels,” said John Ro- 
gers, a partner at Johannesburg 
stockbroking firm Edey, Rogers, 
and Company Inc. 

“The advance in the dividend 
particularly indicates that these 
results are not a flash in the pan,” 
he added. 


During the depression in the 
diamond business from 1981 to 
1986, De Beers substantially in- 
creased its stockpile of gems and 
reduced its allocation of rough 
uncut diamonds to dealers and 
jewellery manufacturers in 
Antwerp, Tel Aviv, Bombay, 
New York and other diamond 
cutting centres. 

The tactic later paid off hand- 
somely as demand slowly reco- 
vered in response to the tighter 
supplies. 

“If we foil there was a further 
hesitancy in the market, we 
would not hesitate ourselves to 
reduce our sales again,” said 
Ogilvie Thompson. “That is our 
strategy and it is one that works.” 


U.S. faces growing inflation 
as unemployment decreases 




NEW YORK (R) — The United 
States fares a growing threat of 
inflation with the lowest unem- 
ployment in 15 years threatening 
to push up wages. 

The government last week said 
the U.S. unemployment rate fell 
to 5.1 per cent in February from 
5.4 per cent in January, better 
than most forecasts. A record 
62.9 per cent of the U.S. civilian 
working age population held 
jobs. 

But the improved job stuation 
points to a growing threat from 
higher wage demands which in 
turn would push up inflation. 

Many economists saw the re- 
port foreshadowing a new set of 
problems for the economy. 

“We're at the point where low 
unemployment means a scarcity 
of workers and that will require 
businesses to pay a good deal 
more to find qualified help,” said 
Stephen Roach, an economist 
with Morgan Stanley and Co. 

Businesses created 289,000 
new jobs in February — a much 
slower pace than a month earlier, 
when 415,000 jobs were added 
and below the average monthly 
pare of about 300,000 in 1988. 

But the reduced rate of hiring, 
some economists say, is the result 
of a dwindling pool of qualified 
applicants and not a dear sign of 
a mueb-boped-for economic 
slowdown which would ease infla- 
tion worries. 

Nevertheless, the job growth 
was still on the high end of 
expectations, which ranged from 
205,000 to 305,000. 


Encouragingly, the average 
hourly wage rose by only one rent 
to $9.5! an hour in Fefcniaiy after 
rising 6 cents in January. 

But Daniel Van Dyke of Bank- 
aznerica Corp said: “As labour 
markets continue to tighten, 
wage inflation is going to in- 
aease.” 



The Federal Reserves re- 
sponse will likely be new efforts 
to cocrf the economy by nudging 
up interest rates although that h 
probably some weeks off. eco- 
nomists said. 

Econo m ist Charles Uebennan 
of Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
Co. said that typically about 75 
per cent of the nation’s total 
inflation rate was generated by 
increases in wages and salaries. 
And wage inflation is created as 
businesses compete for a dimi- 
nishing sipply of workers. 

Economists expect the rate of 
wage inflation to rise to about 
five per cent this year from about 
4.1 per cent in 1968. 


Analysts see Bosh 
budget deficit at 
$131 ballon 


Meanwhile, congressional 
budget analysts said President 
Bush's 1990 budget phut would 
lead to a deficit of S131 billion, 
more than 30 per cent higher than 
the figure projected by foe White 
House. 

The forecast by foe highly re- 
garded Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO), a non-partisan 
arm of Congress, is expected to 


make Bush'* task of 
budget to foe 
led tepsUiure non 
The Whit c Hone has tit* is 
budget plan would can foe defer 
from $163 tfttoa m CfaMtt? 
financial year to SM Nttou » 
1990. It i ad tides $3 b U hos ham 
sales of government property foot 
Congress has opposed m fof pm. 

However. CBO Director 
Robert Reisduuer told foe Sen- 
ate Appropriations Committee 
that most of the higher deficit 
estimate was due to a difference 
in accounting for the core to foe 
government of the crisis in foe 
U.S. savings and loan industry. 

The CBO added the $25 biffion 
cost of the savings and loan fes- 
cue plan to foe deficit and foe 
White House did not, as foe 
financing would be private with 
government sponsorship. 

If both this cost and foe $3 
billion in assets sales were ex- 
cluded. the administration would 
narrowly ffr in the SI 00 billion to 
SI 10 billion deficit target for 
1990. he said. 

The congressional analysts also 
assumed foe economy would 
grow less rapidly and interest 
rates would be higher than the 
White House has forecast for 
1989 and 1990, adding $9 billion 
to the administration's deficit 
estimate. 

CBO also estimated that 
Bush's proposal to cut the tax 
rate on capital gains to 15 per 
cent from 28 per cent would raise 
S3 billion in 1990 but would lose 
$4 billion in 1991 and would lose 
more through 1993. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran's influential 
speaker of parliament urged spir- 
itual leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini Saturday to intervene 
personally in the fight against 
inflation and unemployment. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Ali Akbar Hashctni 
Rafsanjani, attending a meeting 
with Khomeini, cabinet ministers 
and parliamentary deputies at a 
Tehran mosque, described rising 


prices and job shortages as se- 
rious problems. 

IRNA said he told the ayatol- 
lah that while the authorities 
were attending to foe problems." 
“we need some form of guidance 
and intervention in greater detail 
from your excellency so we can 
solve these problems at this 
stage.” 

Rafsanjani said he had raised 
the issues with Khomeini before 


High unemployment, overmanning 
characterise Algerian economic woes 


ALGIERS (R) — Over-manning 
is a chronic problem in Algeria, 
where a visitor to a government 
ministry can draw more attention 
than most new arrivals at a five- 
star hotel. 

Groups of weather-beaten old 
men bang around a reception 
desk arguing over who should use 
the one available telephone. The 
visitor is handed from “minder” 
to “minder” on his way to a 
meeting. 

The willing helpers are often 
mujahideen, former resistance 
fighters who won foe country's 
independence from France in a 
bitter eight-year war. 

“We have to give them jobs. 
We owe them so much,” a gov- 
ernment minister explained. 

The statement says much about 


The country's economic problems 
stem from foe mid-1980s oil price 
collapse which forced a drastic 
cuts in imports and an austerity 
drive. 

Chadli has told the people belt- 
tightening will continue while the 


ving in foe short-term that may 
not be enough to stop more un- 
rest. 

“It is difficult to see where they 
go from bere. If they really want 
to make these industries efficient, 
that means firing people,” a 


political reforms will satisfy 
them,” the diplomat said. 

Chadli and his reformers argue 
that political diversity, as evi- 
denced by foe creation of a multi- 
party system, will be matched in 


but did not give details. He made 
bis comments amid mounting 
press criticism of price rises. 

The daily newspaper Ettdaat 
has criticised government officials 
for painting a rosy economic pic- 
ture just because people were not 
starving. 

It attacked soaring prices be- 
fore the Iranian new year and 
questioned whether poor families 
could survive the inflation. 

Prime Minister Mir-Hossein 
Mousavi last week defended his 
government's economic perform- 
ance as a success and said keeping 
inflation below 24 per cent was a 
miracle. 


Kayhan newspaper said prices 
were out of control in private 
shops and government stores 
were not fully stocked. 

IRNA said many members of 
parliament during’ the current 
■budget debate expressed concern 
about high levels of domestic 


Algeria today. 
Well-ir 


-intentioned socialism has 
left it with inefficient over-man- 
ned industries. With one of the 
highest schooling rates in foe 
Third World, foe government is 
faced with the mammoth task of 
finding jobs for 110,000 school- 
leavers each year. 

The old fighters are in them- 
selves no problem as natural was- 
tage takes its toll. In another 10 
years, Algeria will have paid off 
one debt it is happy to carry. 

What is far more worrying for 
President Chadli Benjedid is that 
recently young men have started 
to replace foe old ones. 

Some 95 per cent of all Alger- 
ia's foreign currency earnings 
comes from hydrocarbon exports. 


A NEW NAME 
WITH OLD EXPERIENCE 


j UTnn ^J iujjVI 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 
CONSULTING CORP. 

GHAZI SAUDI & CO. 


Rnancial consultancy 
Diversified investment 
Feasibility studies 

Representation of foreign concerns 


Phone: 654768, Telex: 21328 
P.O. Box: 183764 

Hashimi Str., Mango Bldg., Amman^ 


government steps up efforts to Western diplomat said, 
wean the economy off a depend- Unemployment in Algeria was 
ence on oil and gas revenues. 25 per cent in 1988. Two-thirds of 
The winds of free competition foe population of around 24 mil- 
are to be allowed to blow fresh lion is under 25 years old. Current 
life into the state-dominated sec- population trends wfll see it hit 36 
tor and a small private sector million by 2010. 
given room to grow. Groups of bored, unemployed 

Chadli has sugared the pill by youths bang around teeming in- 
offering political liberalism after ner-dty districts where on aver- 
the measures provoked bloody age nine people share one room, 
riots last October. But with little “These guys were the ones that 
prospect of foe economy impro- rioted, and it is difficult to believe 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

Sunday, March 12, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 

Bay Se8 

U.S. dollar 538.0 542.0 Japanese yen (for 100) 415.9 419.3 

Pound Sterling 923-2 930.6 Dutch guilder 256.0 258.0 

Deutschmark 288-5 291.1 Stedbh crown 84.5 85.1 

Swiss franc 337,7 340.5 lta&an lira (for 1 U 0 ) 39.4 39.7 

French franc 85-2 85.8 Belgian franc <for 101 138.0 139.1 



FOR RENT 

Second floor flat in Jabal Amman near Hisham Hotel 
and Khalidi Hospital. 200 sq.ms. consisting of three 
bedrooms, salon, dining, sitting. Furnished or unfur- 
nished with fitted carpets and curtains. Private 
telephone and central heating. 

Please call tel. 660074 or 642808/Amman. 


ojAqaba Sn*. 

Furnished Tourist Flats 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea 
views. Rent: Weekly, monthly and annually. 

Call Aqaba Tel: 03/316896, P.O. Box (884) 





DR. HUSNI RASHID 
MD - MRCP 

Consultant Neurologist Member of the American 
Academy of Neurology, announces the opening of his 
clinic. 

Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle, Prince Mohammad St. 

Tel. Clinic: 649670, Residence: 819498 

TO LET 

Nicely located small house (ground floor) at Third Circle/Jabal 
Amman. Consists of two bedrooms, big living room, dining and 
sitting room with modem kitchen. Fully equipped. Huge garden 
& terrace. Completely independent Private entrance with central 
heating. 

For more information please call tel. 644710 or 655359 





FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A deluxe second floor furnished apartment, located at 
Jabal Amman between 3rd and 4th Circles in a quiet area. 
Composed of two bedrooms, spacious sitting and dining 
room. Panoramic views. Wall to wall carpets, centrally 
heated, with separate telephone. ' 

. For more information call 642643 

FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, three baths, sitting room, dining room, 
balconies, fully-equipped kitchen, telephone and sepa- 
rate heating. ' 

Three minutes walk to Shmeisani- Centre. 

For more information please call teL: 825622 


- .• • 



SEEKING JOB 

1 have good experience in housekeeping. 1. am 
seeking to work part time daily. 

Interested persons please call Tel. 625226 on 
Monday & Tuesday ONLY from 8 a.m. to 6 

p.m. 

SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
family room, three bathrooms with telephone, garage, and 
garden in a building of two apartments only. 

For Information calf: 682696 up to 5 djil 
661436 5 pJTL - 9 pjn, — 


r 






Rafsanjani appeals to Khomeini 
to 4 guide’ fight against inflation 
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Jordan rally circuit 
’89 begins on Friday 


V J 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Competitors 
in the March 17 Jordan National 
Hally are “ready” for the action- 
filled event, according to a Royal 
Jordanian Automobile Club 
(RJAC) press release. Competi- 
tors have been busy practising 
over the route which has 11 spe- 
cial high-speed sectors. 

Next Friday’s rally, sponsored 
by the Konica company, opens 
the 1989 motor sporting season in 
Jordan. 

-So far, a total of 23 competitors 
have registered for the event. 
Included among those are former 
national champion George 
Khayyat who will be driving a 
group B Nissan 240 RS, assisted 
by his co-driver His Royal High- 
ness Prince Faisal. 

Royal Jordanian driver Issa 
Halabi -will also take part in the 
event, also in a Nissan 240 RS. 
The new comers on the scene are 
members of the ladies team Malia 


Asfour and co-driver Amal 
Ghandour expected to drive a 
brand new Ford Sierra Cosworth, 
similar to those used in world 
championships. 

According to the press release. 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah will not take part in 
Friday’s event but will be ahead 
of all competitors on the route, 
testing both the read and his new 
Mercedes 190 E which he is ex- 
pected to drive during the Inter- 
national Rothmans Jordan rally 
next May. 

Next week’s event starts from 
the RJAC at 9:30 a.m. and die 
first car is due to die finish fine at 
the club at 6:15 p.m. A rally 
photographic competition will 
also be taking place alongside the 
-Konica-sponsored event. Free 
entry forms for the competition 
as well as route maps ana timet- 
ables are available at the RJAC. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

C1BU Trtbura Madia Sendees, Inc. 


PLAY THE ODDS 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

* Q7 6 
9 6 4 

0 Q J 10 8 2 

* A 4 2 

WEST EAST 

* A KJ 353 # 94 2 

9 7 9Q952 

O A 7 6 ■■ - f Or5-3 - i 

* I 7 3 * Q 10 8 S • 

SOUTH 
0 10 

9 A K J 10 8 3 
0 K94 

* K 96 


j The (ridding: 



. -*rz ■ West 

North 

East 

South 

1 * 

Pass 

1 NT 

2 9 

- - 2 ♦ 

3 0 

3 * 

4 9 

■ 

Pass 

Pass 



Opening lead: King of # 

There are common misconcep- 
tions about playing cotain suit com- 
binations. For example, consider 
these two holdings: x x x opposite A 
.KJ-lOx; and xx opposite AX J 10 x 
x. With ample entries to the hands, 
should these combined eight-card 
holdings be tackled the same way? 

The auction was interesting. 
East's one no trump response was 
an attempt, aL favorable vulnerabili- 
ty,' to bluff the opponents out of 


their due. Since North was a passed 
hand, his three-diamond bid had to 
denote heart tolerance. The final 
contract was perfectly reasonable. 

West led the king of spades and 
shifted to a low club. Declarer won 
in band, cashed the Icing of trumps 
and led a diamond to dummy's ten, 
which held. A trump finesse suc- 
ceeded, but when West showed out, 
declarer was saddled with a trump 
loser. He switched to the long of 
diamonds. West grabbed the ace 
and played another club, and as the 
cards lay, declarer had to iosea club 
trick and the trump — down one. 

Had the combined trump holding 
been distributed 5-3, declarer’s play 
would have been correct, since he 
could afford to guard against a sin- 
gleton queen offside before taking 
the finesse. Now. if West shows out 
on the second round of trumps, de- 
clarer can get back to dummy for 
another finesse. However, when the 
suit is dhnded 6-2, the odds change 
dramatically. Since declarer is going 
to finesse, he should not first cash j 
the king, because the chances of | 
East holding four trumps headed by 
the queen are considerably greater I 
than finding West with sped/icaDy a ( 
singleton queen. Had declarer im- 1 
mediately taken two finesses for the ' 
queen, he would have landed bis. 
vulnerable game. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


£ 


By Harris 

HAptfte 3-2V I 


“You’re still fat and bald. Who do 
I sue for a defective wishbone?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinaty words. 




LAIGY 


MIDIO 


JELGUN 


RIEV/L 



ME WOULDN'T BE 
IN SUCH A HURRY 
IF HE KNEW HS 
WAS THIS. 

J 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above caitooa 


Yestsrdays 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SOOTY GULCH ASSURE JOVIAL 
Answer What a Bay Scout becanes at a certain fiflo— 

A GIRL i’SCOUr* 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Chinese girls sweep Yerevan diving 

MOSCOW (AP) — A 15-year-old Chinese diver aiming for the 
1992 Olympics took the top spot inplatfoim diving in the Spring 
Swallows tournament in Yerevan. TASS reported Sunday. Guan 
Xueqing’s first in platform diving with a 422.13 points followed 
her teammate Zhang Yup jug's first in the three-metre event 
Thursday. Second place off the platform went to Olga Mironenko 
of the Soviet Union with 419.40 points and third to East 
Germany's Ute Wetzig with 418.56. 

Real Madrid, Barcelona in goal sprees 

ZARAGOZA, Spain (R) — Real Madrid and Barcelona wanned 
up in style for their midweek European soccer clashes with 
resounding Spanish league wins Saturday. Real drubbed Zarago- 
za 4-1 and Barcelona overran Real Sodedad by the same score to 
send dear warning signals to PSV Eindhoven and Aarhus of 
Denmark who visit Spain cm Wednesday for quarter-final second 
leg ties. Rea] meet PSV in the European Cup and Barcelona play 
Aarhus in the Cup Winners' Cup. Real, who remain three points 
ahead of second-placed Barcelona with a game in hand, took the 
lead through Mexican Hugo Sanchez after 15 minutes with a 
deflected free kick from outside the penalty area. He scored a 
spectacular second in the 25th minute with a diving header from a 
Bernd Schuster cross. 

German-Japanese team wins endurance 
race 

GOTEMBA, Japan (AP) — West Germany's Harold Graphs and 
Japan’s Akihiko Nakaya, teamed up in a Porsche 956-82, won the 
first leg Sunday of the all-Japan Fuji 500-kilometre (300-mile) 
endurance competition. Five of the top six finishers in the race 
drove the same type of car, the Porsche 956-82. Grophs and 
Nakaya started in 10th position, but took the lead after 80 laps 
and went on to place first among 17 cars. Their time for 112 laps 
around the 4.47-kflometre (2. 68-mile) Fuji speedway at the foot- 
of Mount Fuji was 2 hours, 41 minutes. 38.624 seconds, for an 
averae speed of 185.831 kilometres (111.49 miles) per hour. Vera 
Schuppan of Australia and Ege Elgh of Sweden, also driving a 
Porsche 956-82. placed second with a time of 2:42.01.143. Oscar 
Lartauri of Argentina and Walter Bran of Switzerland, also in a 
Porsche 956-82, were third in 2:42.57.638. 


Stenmark 


Opel Ascona 1.6 super 1986, 28,600 km, white, 
yellow plates (duty unpaid). 

JD 4,500 o.n.o. 

Phone: 621070 (Frank) 


FORECAST FOB MONDAY. MARCH 13. 1989 


IS HOROS COPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Rfghtsr Astrological Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: festive evmmg could spin over into 
Feelings and emotions are unset t- 1 the early morning hours, 
led today, although the general' SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nor. 21) It 
business climate is favorable.' is a bummer when you are in a job 
Thinking before you speak or taka that you feel is insignificant or uzr- 
action. is ths best course to follow. . worthwhile. Make an ewsssament 
Silence may be your beet friend, and prepare for Chungs. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Yak- SAGITTARIUS (Not. 22 to Dec. 
yak over unimportant issues may 2D Someone important may be giv- 
get on your nsrvse. Be health- ing yon the royal treatment. Be 
conscious and stay with activities sura to look your boat. Now la ths 
that are good for you. time to pursue romance. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to M*y 20? In- CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
ventive ideas pay off. Use estab- Keep your eye open for a spicy, 
lis bed procedures to introduce romantic partner. Avoid malting 
ideas. Keep quality in mind as well comparisons. This could be the 
as quantity. start of something great. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 211 AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You are at the top of the popular- 
ity list. Overly confident can cause 
you to make risky moves. Test the 
water before you jump in. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Don’t be a yes-person. Tell 
it like it is and take a straight ap- 
proach. Use respect as an exproo 
sum of approval 
LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Heed the 
advice of an expert. You are gain- 
ing <™nrial independence. It Is 
time to exchange phone numbers 
with that someone apeciaL 
VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Keep a low profile and avoid cranky 
cohorts. Put off the answer to an 
important question, until you in- 
vestigate further. 

UBRA (Sept. 23 to Out. 22) Add 
interesting innovations to work 
procednrao and avoid boredom. A 


festive evening could spill over into 
i the early morning hours. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) It 
u a bummer whan you are in a job 
that yOU fe rf iS faalgnifiCSh t OTTO- 
. worthwhile. Make an sHweBsment 
and moare for change. 

SAGHTARIUS Sot 22 to Dec. 
21) Someone important may be giv- 
ing you the royal treatment. Be 
sure to look your best. Now la the 
time to pursue romance. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jaa. 20) 
Keep your eye open for a spicy, 
romantic partner. Avoid malting 
comparisons. This could be the 
start of something great. 

AQUARIUS (J an. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You may feel that your sex life is 
sliding down MS. Try the gourmet 
routine, instead of mat food. Be u 
better listener. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Avoid activities that put your safe- 
ty at risk. You may fed that you 
can get away with more than you 
.really can. 

If Your Child Is Boro Today 

He or aha will be bright end 
above average in mental mid com- 
municative abilities. Your no or 
daughter’s power to invent, create 
and be versatile will be ap p a rent 
right from the start. Your child 
may not take wall to formal 
education. 

• • • 

“The Stars impel; they do not 
compel” What you make of your 
fife is largely up to you! 

© 1989, MeNaught Synd. 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank II. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Steep descent 
6 Baobab 
10 Cry loudly 

14 Concerning 
the sun 

15 Seasoning 

16 Ancient Gr. 
theaters 

17 Gleason 
sitcom 

20 Cell for help 

21 Cudgels 

22 Excavations 

23 A -one 

24 Decree 

26 Saccharine 

32 Fitch 

33 Dhra’s song 

34 Marsh older 

35 Ger. title 

36 Discharges 

38 Agitate 

39 Cuckoo 

40 Sonny the 
entertainer 

41 Pisco 

42 “Sugar bi the 
gourd and — " 

46 Pointed tools 

47 Ample old 

• style 

48 Rio de Is - 

51 River boat 

52 Convent 
occupant 

56 Fats waller 
hit 

50 Always 
80 Type of exist 

61 Black bird 

62 Soaks 

83 Expansive 
64 Garden tool 

DOWN 

1 Ocean flyers 

2 Salmon type 

3 Pub quaffs 

4 Stadium 
sound 

5 Showpiece for 
NFL stars 

6 Afr. fly 

7 Beams 

8 Shade tree 

• DDE command 



blBBB Tribune Modi* Bankas, Ira. 

AS HJflhts nmrvtd 

Yesterdays Praia Salved: 

10 Skipjack 

11 Arab port 

12 Existed 

13 Young woman 
16 Nucha 
19 Nab. city 

23 Autocrat 

24 Food 

“Sel 

26 dock 
scholar 

27 Fbich 

28 Old-time 
playing card 

29 Saltpeter 

30 Lake Geneva 
resort 

31 Playground 

32 Persian title 44 Annoy the 51 Tropical II 

36 Frustrate orator 52 ExplodJuig 

37 Stopovers 45 Chemical 53 Second-h* 

38 Put away- compound 54 HawaBan 

40 Obscure 48 Exclamation goose 

mad of nflef 56 Pig 

41 Aprffa gifts 49 Affection 57 Swiss can 

43 Cafe petrous 50 DIB once 58 Talk 


non nnnEn nnncin 
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nnnnnnnnnnnnnnni 
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51 Tropical Rsh 

52 Exploding star 

53 Second-hand 

54 HawaB an 
goose 

56 Pig 

57 Swiss canton 

58 Talk 


Schneider 
takes title 
and record 


SHIGA KOGEN, Japan (AP) — 
Sweden’s incomparable Ingemar 
Stenmark sided his last World 
Cup race Sunday while Swiss 
superstar Vreni Schneider was 
crowned women’s campaign after 
a record-setting season. 

Schneider, 24, won an unpre- 
cedented 14 victories during this 
year’s World Cup competition, 
which ended here Sunday. 

Spectators cheered Stenmark, 
who will be 33 on March 19, 
although he fell and was disqual- 
ified in the dual parallel slalom 
race, held by tradition on the last 
day of the World Cup season. 

The parallel race counts toward 
countries' team points but not for 
individual standings. 

Stenmark 's last individual race 
was Friday’s slalom, when be 
skied off course and also was 
disqualified. 

Austrian Bernhard Ostrein 
beat Swiss star Pirmin Zurbriggen 
in the finals Sunday to win the 
men’s parallel race. The women's 
race was won by Chantal Bour- 
nissen of Switzerland, who beat 
Michaela Gerg of West Ger- 
many. American Tamara McKin- 
ney was third. 

Stenmark, who has announced 
his retirement at the end of this 
season, won a record 86 World 
Cup races in his 16-year career. 
“It’s not easy to beat my record,” 
he said last week. “I think it will 
remain unbeaten." 

Marc GirardeUi of Luxem- 
bourg is a distant second with 27 
career victories. 

“I do not have 100 per cent 
motivation for ski training and 
the race itself as before,” Sten- 
mark told reporters in Furano. 
Northern Japan, in last week’s 
round of World Cup competition. 
“Skiing was pleasant before but 
it’s not so pleasant now." 

Schneider won the women's 
overall title for the first time this 
year, along with the giant slalom 
and slalom titles. 

She swept all seven slaloms 
daring the season, beginning at 
Altcmnarkt, Austria, in -Decem- 
ber, and won six of the seven 
giant slaloms starting with the 
season opener in Les Menuires- 
Val Thorens, France. She also 
won one combined title. 

“Of course I want to keep on 
winning but I don't know if I can 
next year.” she said. “It’s not just 
talent, it’s also luck.” 

Marc GirardeUi, who was born 
in Austria but skies for Luxem- 
bourg, captured the overall men's 
title for the third time before 
coming to Japan. 

GirardeUi also became the first 
person to win all four skiing 
disciplines — downhill, slalom, 
giant slalom and super-giant sla- 
lom — along with one combined 
event during the same season. 

Italian star Alberto Tomba, 
despite a strong showing last 
year, won only once this season 
but still finished third in the 
men’s overall standings- j 


Peanuts 


Stars meet stiff challenges 

Lendl to meet Edberg 


SCOTTSDALE, Ariz (R) — Ivan Lendl, poshed to 
three sets by Emilio Sanchez Saturday, will face 
Stefan Edberg — also strongly tested in his semifinal 
match — in the final of the $415,000 Scottsdale 
classic tournament. 


Lendl, the top seed from 
Czechoslovakia, scored a two 
hour and 21 minute semifinal 
victory over fifth seeded Sanchez, 
6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Edberg earlier defeated un- 
seeded Amos Mansdorf, 6-7 (6- 
8), &4, 6-1. 

Lendl and Edberg, who play in 
Sunday's final, have met 21 tunes 
in Grand Prix tennis competition, 
with Lendl holding a 74 edge. 

Lendl ripped through San- 
chez’s baseline game in the first 
set, breaking his opponent in the 
■fifth and seventh games to win it 
6-2. But a couple of backhand 
errors by Lend), late in the 
second set, gave Sanchez a break 
and a 5-3 lead. Sanchez served 
out the set 6-3 with an ace. 

Sanchez looked in control in 
the third set, breaking Lendl in 
the opening game and missing a 
break point for a 3-0 lead as 
Lendl closed to 2-1. The players 
indulged in long baseline rallies 
— occasionally exceeding 20 
strokes — with Sanchez strug- 
gling to bold serve in the fourth 
game and dropping serve in the 
sixth on a forehand error. 

Lendl broke Sanchez again to 
lead 5-3 when the Spaniard net- 
ted a backhand volley. Lendl 
survived three break points in the 
next game, serving out the match 
6-3 when Sanchez hit a backhand 
lob wide. 

Afterward, Lendl said he was 
unconcerned by bis narrow 
escape from defeat. 

“I thought I would like to win 

Holyfield 
wins shot 
with Dokes 

LAS VEGAS (AJ*) — Evander 
Holyfield beat and bloodied a 
determined Michael Dokes 
Saturday night before finally 
stopping the former heavyweight 
champion with two huge left 
hooks in the 10th round of a 
bruising heavyweight battle. 

Holyfield, considered a suspect 
puncher . by . some . -observers^ 
buckled Dokes’ knees with a vi- 
cious left hook midway through 
the final round and unleashed a 
flurry of punches before a final 
left hook to the face left Dokes 
helpless on the ropes. 

Holyfield was still punching at 
the defenceless Dokes when re- 
feree Richard Steele stepped in to 
stop the scheduled 12-round fight 
at 1:41 of die 10th. 

It was only the third fight for 
Holyfield as heavyweight, and 
Dokes was his toughest test yet. 
Holyfield was a 9-2 favourite. 

Holyfield shook off several low 
blows early in the fight, punches 
that seemed to anger him, and cut 
Dokes over both eyes. But Holy- 
field never appeared to hurt 
Dokes until the first left hook in 
the 10th round sent Dokes back- 
wards and buckled his legs. 
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but I would enjoy to go home, 
too,” Lendl said. “As much as I 
enjoy the week here, it's not a 
Grand Slam tournament. You 
just have to say Svhat the heck’ 
sometimes.” 

Sanchez said a mental letdown 
cost him a chance at toppling the 
world’s number one. 

“Against the top players, when 
I have the match in my hand and I 
have to finish it, that never com- 
es.” Sanchez said. “They give 
you one or two chances, but if 
you don’t take them, it’s 
finished.” 

Edberg narrowly avoided de- 
feat at 4-4 in the second set by 
staving off two break points and 
serving and volleying his way out 
of trouble. Edberg then bfoke 
Mansdorf for the set 6-4 as he hit 
a backhand approach long. 

Mansdorf’s concentration 
seemed to waver in the final set as 
be dropped serve twice to foil 
behind 5-1 as Edberg blazed a 
backhand down the line. Edberg 
served out the match on his first 
match point when Mansdorf hit a 
forehand return long. 

“He played pretty well the first 
two sets and kept me from the 
net,” Edberg said. “The crucial 
point was at 44 in the second set 
when he had me a couple of 
break points. I started playing a 
little better after that.” 

“I thought I was winning quite 
comfortably on my serve but I 
had a little lapse of concentra- 
tion.” said Mansdorf, 23, who 
last played Edberg. also 23, when 
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the two were juniors in 1983. 
“But I think I can play like this 
every day if I concentrate." 

Byrne heals Mandlikova 

INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Jenny Byrne added to 
her string or upsets Saturday 
beating Hana Mandlikova 7-6, 
6-3 in a semifinal round at the 
1250,000 Virginia Slims tourna- 
ment. 

Byrne, of Penh, Australia, will 
meet fourth-seeded Manuela 
Maleeva in the finals Sunday at 
the Hyatt Grand champions re- 
sort. Maleeva upset second- 
seeded Helena Sukova 6-2, 64 in 
another semifinal match, playing 
with torn ligaments in her 'left 
knee. 

The 22-year-old Byrne needed 
one hour and 31 minutes to de- 
feat Mandlikova. Temperatures 
during play soared to the 100- 
degree mark. Byrne used an 
aggressive style and superb pas- 
sing shots to pressure Mandli- 
kova. 

“1 went in thinking that I can 
beat anyone,” Byrne said after 
winning her first-ever semifinal 
round. “I was not nervous. I felt I 
had control of the match. 

“I believe I can beat any ‘top- 
10er’ I have the ability and my 
confidence is right." The confi- 
dent Byrne, ranked 64th in the 
world, defeated third-seeded 
Pam Shriver Friday to advance to 
the semifinals. 

“I felt that I fought extremely 
hard,” said Mandlikova, current- 
ly ranked Slst. “1 couldn't keep 
my eye on the ball. But all credit 
to her, she played extremely well. 

“I was trying but 1 couldn't 
keep my legs going. I f was very 
hot,” she added. 
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Drive your car the Safe Way 
JD 100 of preventive maintenance and parts for ONLY JD 
35 a year and many more benefits. 

Tel. 685454 3 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Tel. 602561 after 5 p.m. for details. 
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Poland heads for democracy 


WARSAW (R) — Poland’s top communist and 
non-communist leaders, in apparently convergent 
statements, said at the weekend that political re- 
forms were setting the country on the road to 
democracy. 


Communist Party leader. 
General Wojciech Jaruzekki, was 
quoted as telling Warsaw regional 
party officials that Poland was on 
the way to becoming a “socialist 
parliamentary democracy.” 

He said the party had to create 
a new political system able to 
meet Poland’s economic and so- 
cial needs. 

“The road to reforms has been 
charted out. We must tread it, 
complete it,” the official PAP 
news agency quoted Jaruzekki as 
saying. 

Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
simultaneously told advisers that 
a new and unknown stage in 
Poland's development was begin- 


ning as government-opposition 
reform talks neared their close. 

“That stage will hopefully lead 
to democracy and freedom," 
Walesa said. 

The two leaders were referring 
to political and parliamentary re- 
forms agreed at the five-week-old 
talks on Poland's future. 

Under the reforms, the com- 
munists will give up their major- 
ity in the Sejm (lower house), 
relying on allied groups to help 
control the house, and permit the 
opposition 35 per cent of the seats 
in "non-con frontational" elec- 
tions. 

A new democratically-elected 
Senate (upper house) will be 


simultaneously created. 

In exchange, the opposition 
has agreed to the creation of a 
presidency, expected to be held 
by* Jaruzekki. with strong execu- 
tive powers including the right to 
dismiss parliament. 

The government will also legal- 
ise Solidarity and other unions 
and permit liberalisation in other 
fields. 

The reforms have aroused 
opposition in the Communist Par- 
ty and the policy-making Central 
Committee is expected to meet 
thk week to debate them. 

But Jaruzelski told Warsaw 
Regional Party officials Saturday 
the reform package was the way 
Poland had to go to achieve 
peaceful development. 

‘We are paying dearly for the 
skin-deep solutions of previous 
years,” he added. “They have 
resulted in bureaucratic stagna- 
tion. sham solutions, sluggishness 




Wojciech Jaruzelski 

and resistance in society to the 
economic decision that are 
needed.” 

Jaruzelski said the proposed 



Lech Walesa 

changes would involve “a great 
role for the party, namely to 
create a political and moral struc- 
ture that can meet social and 
economic targets.” 


Plot thickens in Greek scandal 


ATHENS (API — The State 
Department has denied that a 
self-proclaimed Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) agent who 
alleged that the American agen- 
cy was behind a multi- million 
dollar scandal, which has rock- 
ed the ruling Socialists, ever 
worked for the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

The purported agent, Tom 
Mailis, told a parliamentary 
fact-finding committee last 
week that a fugitive Greek 
banker was a CIA employee 
trying to destabilise Greece. 

The State Department, in a 


Pinochet 

considers 

reforms 

SANTIAGO (R) — General Au- 
guste Pinochet, beginning his last 
year as president Saturday, 
agreed to consider constitutional 
reforms urged both by his right- 
wing supporters and by opposi- 
tion parties to s moo then Chile's 
transition to democracy. 

In a speech to the nation, 
Pinochet said he would consider 
abolishing the presidency's pow- 
ers to exile opponents and to 
close down the congress that will 
be chosen in general elections in 
December. 

He also agreed to study 
changes in the military-controlled 
National Security Council (NSC) 
and in a constitutional article 
banning Marxist parties — two 
major opposition demands. 

“I have instructed the interior 
minister to inform me on the 
suitability of introducing these 


statement, released to the AP 
Sunday through the U.S. 
embassy in Athens, denied 
Mailis ever worked for the 
agency. 

“The United States govern- 
ment categorically states that 
the reported allegations of Mr. 
Tom Mailis concerning bis con- 
nections with the U.S. govern- 
ment are completely without 
foundation,” the statement 
said. 

The statement, issued “as an 
exception to our general policy 
of not commenting on such 
matters,** added that “neither 


he nor the others he reportedly 
has alleged to work for the CIA 
now work or ever have worked 
for the CIA.** 

A spokesperson for the U.S. 
embassy here, who requested 
anonymity, said the statement 
was given to the state-run tele- 
vision and radio networks 
Saturday. 

Th statement's arrival Satur- 
day came shortly before Pre- 
mier Andreas Papandreon 
threatened the United States 
that there would be “consequ- 
ences 1 * if banker-publisher 
George Koskotas was not 


quickly extradited to Greece. 

“I am sending a message to 
Washington that if be is not 
extradited soon to face justice, 
there will be consequences. I 
pledge this," Papandreon told 
parliament Saturday 

He did not describe the “con- 
sequences” but made a refer- 
ence to his govemment*s deci- 
sion to shut down one of four 
U.S. militar y install ations in 
Greece. 

He said talks on a new U.S. 
bases agreement were con- 
tinuing, “but their (bases) time 
of stay in Greece is running oat 


daily.** 

Papandreon was in parlia- 
ment to respond to allegations 
that bis ruling Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement (PASOK) 
was involved in the financial 
scandal surrounding Koskotas, 
the former chairman of the 
Bank of Crete. 

The main conservative 
opposition New Democracy 
Party submitted the censure 
motion Thursday on the 
grounds that alleged govern- 
ment involvement in the Kosko- 
tas scandal posed a “danger for 
democracy and Greece.** 



Thatcher heads IRA hit list 


Augusto Pinochet 

reforms, as long as there is the 
necessary consensus to carry 
them out before the elections," 
he said. 

Pinochet had firmly rejected 
reforming the constitution since 
his bid to extend his rule another 
eight years was defeated in a 
presidential plebiscite last 
October. 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
headed an Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) hit list found by 
police three months ago, the Sun- 
day limes reported. 

Police declined Saturday to dis- 
close the identities of the sus- 
pected targets on the list found in 
an IRA bomb factory, but news 
reports said security has been 
stepped up for 200 politicians, 
judges and army officers. 

“We can confirm that a num- 
ber of names of people prominent 
in public life in Britain were 
found in the house.” police said. 
“Each individual named has been 
given suitable security advice.” 

The Sunday Times said Thatch- 
er was at the top of the death list. 
It said police believe an IRA hit 


squad is hiding in Britain and 
includes an assassin trained in 
long-range sniping. 

Police are still looking for two 
suspected IRA guerrillas believed 
linked to a house in south Lon- 
don where a large quantity of 
Semtex plastic explosive was disc- 
overed three months ago. 

According to news reports, 
legislators involved in Northern 
Ireland affairs have been assigned 
armed police guards and told to 
stop giving television interviews 
on an exposed green near parlia- 
ment. 

“I have clearly upset the IRA 
by what I have been saying and 
they appear to want to kill me.” 
one parliamentarian, who was 
not identified, was quoted as tell- 
ing the Sunday Times. “The 
police have taken the threat 


seriously enough to give me 
armed protection." 

Last week police uncovered 
more Semtex buried in scrubland 
near a town in northern England 
where Thatcher is due to attend a 
political conference March 17. 

Police said they were investigat- 
ing whether the cache was part of 
an IRA plot to assassinate 
Thatcher or if it was intended for 
attacks on nearby army bases. 

Security sources said Tuesday 
they feared a major IRA cam- 
paign aimed at key political and 
military targets. 

The IRA, which is fighting a 
guerrilla campaign to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland, came 
close to killing Thatcher in a 
bomb attack in 19S4 in the south- 
ern English resort of Brighton. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Soviet, S. African 
academics hold talks 


LONDON (R) — Soviet and 
South African academics held 
three days of unannounced talks 
near London last week in a sign 
of the Kremlin's changing policy 
towards South Africa, the Sunday 
Telegraph newspaper said. 

The discussions in a country 
hotel followed Soviet endorse- 
ment of the United Nations set- 
tlement for Namibia and Angola. 

“1 believe that last week we 
witnessed a fundamental, weath- 
er-change in the altitudes of Mos- 
cow to problems in southern Afri- 
ca,” John Killick. a former Brit- 
ish ambassador to Moscow who 
presided over the discussions, 
was quoted as saying. 

The Soviet side reported that 
Moscow did not wish to see the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) develop into a military 
threat against Pretoria, he said. 


They also made dear the 
Kremlin's desire for negotiations 
between South Africa and the 
ANC with the abolition of apar- 
theid forming part of a negotiated 
transfer of power, Killick said. 

The newspaper said the Soviet 
delegation was led by Anatoly 
Gromyko, director of the Soviet 
Academy of Science's Institute 
for African Affairs. 

The South Africans included 
Philip Nel and Willie Breyten- 
back of Stellenbosch University. 

“It was not in any sense a 
secret meeting.” Killick said. “It 
was discreet. Its purpose was to 
exchange views, to promote bet- 
ter understanding.” 

But he also said: “It would be 
premature to say they were in- 
tended to lead to Soviet and 
South African government direct 
contact." 


Bush gets 62% approval 

NEW YORK (R) — Sixty-two per cent of Amer- 
icans approve of President George Bush's per- 
formance in office despite bitter controversy over 
his choice of John Tower as defence secretary, a 
Newsweek poll said Saturday. Bush's approval 
rating rose from 55 per cent last month, and only 
16 per cent said they disapproved of the way Bush 
is handling his job, the news magazine's poll said. 
The president received a 51 per cent approval 
rating in a Gallup poll in January and 55 per cent 
in a. Times- Mirror poll in February, according to 
Newsweek. Americans were nearly evenly split 
over Bush's handling of the Tower nomination, 
with 46 per cent of those surveyed saying the 
president should have withdrawn Tower's name, 
and 43 per cent saying Bush handled the issue 
“about right.” 

Andersson phone tapped 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — Sweden’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Sten Andersson said Saturday he believed his 
telephone had been tapped and expressed the fear 
that phones of other high officials also had been 
bugged. Andersson. speaking in a Swedish radio 
interview, answered with a decisive “yes" when 
asked whether he thought he had been bugged, 
but decision to mention any suspects saying he 


lacked evidence. “I know I've been bugged... it*s 
very alarming.” he said, adding that efforts to 
track down foe perpetrators had been unsuccess- 
ful. Other officials of Andersson's ruling Social 
Democratic Party have complained of illegal 
eavesdropping. Allegations have been raised by 
Swedish news papers pointing to extensive wire 
tapping as part of an unofficial investigation last 
year into the unsolved murder of Swedish Premier 
Olof Palme. The papers reported that prosecutors 
planned to indict six to eight Swedes in the case. 

Haitian boat capsizes 

HAVANA (R) — A Haitian boat headed for the 
United States capsized off the coast of Cuba 
Saturday and 23 people drowned, Prensa Latina 
news agency reported. It said the small ship 
“Archahaie” was carrying 166 emigrants when it 
left Haiti. Stormy seas had apparently forced it to 
steer towards the Cuban coast where it crashed 
against the reefs and capsized, the Cuban news 
agency said. Quick action by troops of the frontier 
guards and national police helped rescue survi- 
vors, Prensa Latina stated. The Haitians received 
medical care, clothing and food, and the ship was 
brought to shore to be repaired by Cuban work- 
men. Cuban authorities were investigating the 
accident near Puerto Rico began in the eastern 
Cuban province of Holguin. 


Violations surface 
in Venezuela riots 


CARACAS (AP) — Allegations 
axe surfacing of police firing in- 
discriminately and torturing 
arrestees during foe outburst of 
riots in Caracas two weeks ago. 

The leftist Movement Towards 
Socialism (MAS) and human 
rights committees also say that 42 
people have not been seen since 
the riots. The state Military In- 
telligence Direction (DIM) de- 
nies the use of torture and says 
only 13 people are still being 
held. 

Others are reportedly being 
held and questioned by the DIS- 
IP. the political police, according 
to the Federation of Students. 

Amnesty International has cal- 
led on the government to investi- 
gate whether human rights were 
violated during and after the 
riots, which broke out following 
the imposition of economic au- 
sterity measures. 

Congressman Teodoro Petkoff 
charged Friday at the end of a 
joint session of congress that "in- 
discriminate gunfire” by the army 
and foe police bad kiltai dozens 
in the Caracas slums. 

Petkoff also said that 19 people 
were killed in the Nueva Tacagua 
shantytown after the city had 
fallen under martial law and loot- 


ing had stopped. 

According to Petkoff. Anget 
Ramos, 19, was shot and injured 
in Nueva Tacagua, taken away in 
a police truck sod thrown down a 
ravine. 

“Hie police shot at him as he 
was zo&ing down, but be survived 
.by playing dead.” he said. 

The riots, which were triggered 
by an increase in bus fares, began 
throughout Venezuela Feb. 27. A 
day later, as looting and pitched 
battles with foe police continued 
in Caracas, the government de- 
creed a nation-wide state of 
emer g en c y, suspended civil rights 
and sent out the army. 

Congress Friday approved a 
government request to continue 
the civil rights suspension inde- 
finitely. 

Official figures give a death toll 
of 257, plus almost 2,000 injured. 
Bur human right activists said the 
final number of victims could go 
over 300. 

Many of the deaths occurred 
after the street fighting and loot- 
ing had ceased, when the army 
was patroffing the streets. Dozens 
were reportedly killed in their 
homes, either by wild bullets or 
by the hail « F bullets soldiers fired 
at snipers. 



Botha abandoned as 
he clings to power 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Since his recent stroke, President 
P.W. Botha has lost his stature as 
the domineering master of South 
African politics. Suddenly, he is 
depicted as a tragic figure, cling- 
ing to power against the wishes of 
former loyalists. 

The men who have done 
Botha's bidding for a decade are 
now engaged in a concerted cam- 
paign to push him into retire- 
ment. Last week, he signalled his 
intention to fight back, but there 
has been a dramatic lack of public 
support for the man whose tough 
tactics earned him the nickname' 
“the great crocodile." 

The result, for the moment, is 
an unprecedented power struggle 
between Botha and his heir appa- ■ 
rent, Education Minister F. W. de 
Klerk. 

De Klerk took over as leader of 
the governing National Party 
when Botha resigned that post 
Feb. 2, two weeks after his 
stroke. 

Since then, de Klerk has con- 
solidated his support among 
nationalist members of parliament 
and has made no move to dis- 
avow feasible. 

Botha, 73, struck back last 
week by announcing that he plan- 
ned to return to work Wednes- 
day, two weeks earlier than ex- 
pected. He gave no indication he 
was considering early retirement 
or a power-sharing arrangement 
with de Klerk. 

Dc Klerk and three senior par- 
ty leaden emerged tight-lipped 


from talks with Botha Thursday. 
The talks were “incisive,’' de 
Klerk said, and would resume at 
a later date. 

“The Crisis Continues,” said 
foe front-page headline the next 
day in Beeld, a pro-government 
daily. 

Members of the National Party 
caucus were briefed by de Klerk 
about the talks with Botha. 
Although sworn to secrecy, 
several of foe legislators were' 
quoted anonymously in the press 
as saying there was almost unani- 
mous support in the caucus for de 
Klerk and widespread anger at 
Botha's perceived intransigence. 

South African political corres- 
pondents reported that many 
caucus members blamed Botha’s 
attitude on misleading informa- 
tion provided by his inner circle 
of advisers during his convale- 
sence at a vacation home, be 
cause of this misinformation, 
several reports said, Botha had 
underestimated the depth of 
caucus support for de Klerk and 
overestimated its loyalty to the 
president. . 

In the aftermath of the de 
Klerk-Botha meeting, there was 
sympathy for the president 
among party officials, wrote Busi- 
ness Day political reporter Mike 
Robertson, "because, having 
been sheltered by his personal 
staff, it was probably the first 
time he had been confronted with 
the reality that virtually foe entire 
caucus wanted his reign to end.” 


Rightists expect to 
win in El Salvador 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — 
Thousands of rightists singing “El 
Salvador will be the tomb of the 
reds'* rallied to hear presidential 
candidate Alfredo Cristiani 
pledge an end to civil war, pover- 
ty and government corruption if 
he is elected. 

In a hard-hitting speech Satur- 
day to a crowd who turned a 
downtown square into a sea of 
blue, white and red, Cristiani, the 
Nationalist Republican Alliance 
(ARENA) candidate said he was 
prepared to hold talks with leftist 
guerrillas but only to negotiate 
their surrender. ' 

“ARENA is not going to allow 
them to come to power at gun- 


point. If they want to set off 
bombs they can go to Cuba or 
Nicaragua,” he said. “We are 
ready to back our armed forces to 
the utmost against those who 
don’t want peace.” 

Cristiani is favoured to win foe 
March 19 elections but surveys 
indicate he might fall short of foe 
absolute majority needed, which 
would necessitate a run-off. 

He lashed out at President Jose 
Napoleon Duarte’s government 
as a corrupt and incompetent 
puppet of Washington which had 
brought foe country to its knees. 

He pledged pragmatic econo- 
mic policies, social welfare prog- 
rammes and jobs for all. 


Despite great technical advances* robots remain stupid 


By Catherine Dressier 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Scientists in 
the 1950s proclaimed the robot 
the wave of the future — it 
would free housewives of 
drudgery and fill factories with 
a tireless work force. But in 
many ways, the wave has been 
a washout. 

Robots can paint cars, sal- 
vage nuclear fuel and even 
assist in brain surgery, but 
they're still pretty dumb. 

“Robots now are significant- 
ly better than 30 years ago, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean 
we are anywhere close to an 
R2-D2 or C-3PO (the robot 
characters in the movie “Star 
Wars”)” says Raj Reddy, 
director of the Robotics Insti- 
tute at Carnegie Mellon Uni- 
versity. 

Experts say automating a 
factory is more complicated 
than just buying a robot and 
putting it on the assembly line. 
In addition, some industrial 
robots are too complicated and 


prone to failure and, when 
they do work, they don't al- 
ways fit in with factory opera- 
tions. 

Japan is the world's leading 
robot user, followed by the 
United States, West Germany 
and France. Robotics Indus- 
tries Association spokesman 
Jeffrey A. Bumstein says ab- 
out 33,000 robots work in the 
United States, mostly in manu- 
facturing, with automakers 
buying at least 40 per cent. 

“It’s not a revolution. It’s an 
evolution," Burnstein says. 
“Robots are another new, pro- 
ductive technology in the same 
way that computers were." 

Reddy says robots are dump 
“because we haven’t taken the 
trouble to put the pieces 
together, not because we don't 
know how. That takes money 
and time and effort, and we 
don’t have the money.’’ 

But today's robots can: 

— see. They don’t see like 
humans, but they can recog- 
nise forms and shapes and me- 
asure distances through sonar. 


ranging devices and lasers. 

— hear and speak. They use 
computers that recognise 
thousands of words. 

— smell. Their sensors can 
•detect smoke or fumes. 

— move. They most often 
roll on wheels, but some mod- 
els hop on one leg. Others 
walk with as many as eight 
legs, ambling like a spider on 
uneven terrain. 

— touch. They can recognise 
texture and the force of a 
movement, such as pressing. 

Many robots have one or 
two of these abilities to some 
degree, but creating a compe- 
tent robot that combines most 
or all of them has been diffi- 
cult. 

In addition, scientists have 
found it's difficult to match 
human abilities that most peo- 
ple take for granted, such as a 
finger’s dexterity or the ability 
to identify objects. 

“The list of things that 
robots can do better than hu- 
mans is much, much shorter 
than the list of things robots 


cannot,” says Takeo Kanade, 
co-director of the Carnegie 
Mellon Institute. 

Industrial robots can per- 
form many tedious tasks with 
precision, including welding, 
assembling, painting, packag- 
ing and loading, yet Burnstein 
estimates less than 5 per cent 
of American companies have 
installed even one robot. 

Japanese companies, which 
have installed more than twice 
as many, have been more will- 
ing to invest in robots that take 
years to pay for themselves, 
Burnstein says. 

Very expensive, not practical 

“Robots are very expensive 
to make and they can do very 
tittle,” says Hans Moravec. 
senior research scientist at Car- 
negie Mellon. “It’s hard to find 
a job for them that actually 
pays off.” 

Industrial robots often shut 
down when even the slightest 
thing goes wrong, forcing hu- 
mans to their aid. says Donald 
Michie, chief scientist of the 


Turing Institute of Glasgow, 
Scotland, which conducts re- 
search into artificial intelli- 
gence. 

Michie is trying to develop 
computers that learn from ex- 
perience — a technology that 
could result in robots that ad- 
just to changing circumstances 
and learn from mistakes. 

Moravec believes technolo- 
gy will enable robots to have 
human-like intelligence in ab- 
out 50 years. 

Service robots, a new breed, 
are moving off the factory floor 
to handle work in hazardous 
environments, help the dis- 
abled, or just sweep floors. 
Underwater robots are ex- 
amining lake bottoms and 
doing risky deep-sea work. 

Doctors at memorial medic- 
al centre of long beach. Cali- 
fornia, have performed more 
than 35 brain operations with 
the help of a robot arm that 
guides surgeons as they drill 
into the skull. 

Research is under way at 
Carnegie Mellon on a six-leg- 


ged robot to explore the sur- 
face of Mars in the next decade 
and on a car that can drive 
itself. University researchers 
also made robots to remove 
radioactive waste from a crip- 
pled nuclear power plant. 

Robots for disabled 

K.G. Engelhard!, director of 
the university’s health and hu- 
man services lab. is developing 
a robotic work station that 
allows foe disabled, especially 
those without the use of their 
hands, to work in an office. 
The station should be marketed 
by the end of the year, selling 
for less than $50,000, she says. 

The work station has an arm 
that turns, bends and swivels as 
foe user speaks commands into 
a microphone. It fetches 
things, looks up telephone 
numbers and dials the phone. - 

Joseph F. Engelberger has 
big corporate backers for his 
service robots. Projects in the 
works at his Transitions Re- 
search Corporations include 


development of robots that will 
sweep or scrub floors in air- 
ports or supermarkets and 
fetch drugs for pharmacists in 
mail-order warehouses. 

Another Engelberger robot 
is help-mate, a nurse's aide 
that delivers meals to hospital 
patients and makes other de- 
liveries, such as taking a urine 
specimen to a lab. 

Help-mate, designed to use 
elevators and negotiate hall- 
ways as it moves by itself on 
wheels, is being tested. En- 
gelberger said it will go on sale 
for $40,000 by year's end. 

Engelbeiger hopes to get 
corporate backing to build bis 
dream robot: a $50,000 house- 
hold helper that would prepare 
light meals, clean house and 
clear snow; But he can’t figure 
out how to teach ft to make 
beds. 

He estimates it would take 
up to S14 million and tworand- 
a-balf years to develop, but 
American companies so far 
have been unwilling to make 
the initial investment. 


Romeo, Juliet 
marriage twit* sour 

SYRACUSE. Ssfly (R> - A 
man aged 90 and fab akyem-oW 
wife have separated a year after 
eloping to get married, according 
to Italian ^ newspapers. The news- 
papers quoted Giuseppisa Scan- 
durra Saturday as saying stie had 
packed ber bags and gone back to 
her own tome because Married 
life with Alfio Fiamma bad been 
“13 months of toil.” Tire Sicilian 
couple, both previously widowed, 
made front-page news In Italy last 
year when they ran away to marry 
because their children opposed 
the match. 

Strip-tease gets 
principal suspended 

PATERSON. New Jersey (AP) 

— Joe Clark, a high school prin- 
cipal who became famous for his 
no-nonsense discipline, has been 
ordered suspended because he 
arranged a school assembly at 
which four strippers performed, 
officials said. Thursday's action 
marks another episode in the 
turbulent tenure of Clark of East- 
side high school. The principal’s 
firm stand on discipline at the 
school to the new film "Lean On 
Me,** which depicts Clark as a 
well-intentioned administrator 
whose tough tactics arouse con- 
troversy. The suspension was 
ordered by Paterson's superinten- 
dent of schools. Dr. Frank 
Napier, according to Robert G. 
Rosenberg, attorney for the 
Board of Education. The five-day 
suspension is due to begin 
Monday. 

Love keeps Burns 
going 

LOS ANGELES. Nevada (AP) 

— George Burns says the love he 
receives from audiences is what 
keeps him going 3t age 93. Burns 
opens this week at Caesars Palace 
and has a best-selling book, 
“Grade: A Love Story." Grade 
Allen. Burns' wife, was his part- 
ner from 1923 until her retire- 
ment in 1959. She died in 1964. 
Burns, puffing on his ever-pre- 
sent dgar, said Tuesday he's still 
going strong “because of the love 
that comes over the footlights. 
That's what gives you the vital- 
ity.” Bums, who has vowed to 
play the Palladium at age 100, has 
a long-term contract with 
Caesars. "Grade” is the seventh 

. book he's written. “Pretty good 
for a guy who's only read two.” 
he joked. 

Actors honoured for 
efforts 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Actor 
Ben Verecn, columnist Ann 
Landers and country singer Tum- 
my Wynette were honoured for 
their efforts to educate the public 
about mental illness and addic- 
tion. “I'm not proud of foe fact 
that I once had a drug problem, 
but I am proud I did something 
about it,” Wynette, who over- 
came dependency on prescription 
drugs, said Tuesday at an awards 
reception on Capitol Hill. “Let’s 
be sympathetic, let's be kind, let's 
be caring and jet’s recognise the 
burden these people who have 
mental illness are carrying. I can't 
tell you how much pain, how 
much suffering is out there,’* 
Landers urged. 

Jazz history to be 
preserved 

KANSAS CITY, Missouri (R) — 
Jazz buffs hope ro house an inter- 
national jazz hall of fame in a 
dilapidated old waterworks and 
stable near a Kansas City in- 
tersection identified with count 
basie and the swing bunds he led. 
Organisers seek to raise $5 mil- 
lion to renovate the long-vacant 
buildings in a seedy district that 
once was a pulsing centre of 
America's unique contribution to 
music. Trumpeter Dizzic Gilles- 
pie. national chairman of the 
International Jazz Hall of Fame, 
is to announce the kickoff of the 
hall of fame effort Saturday at a 
Kansas City hotel. The centre is 
to include the Count Basie 
Academy of the Arts for Music 
instruction, the MahaKa Jackson 
University of Gospel Music, foe 
Charlie Parker Dizzie Gillespie 
Institute of Jazz Masters and the 
John Baker film collection. 

Convicts caught 
during tea break 

LONDON (R) — Two British 
convicts who made a successful 
break from prison, but not from 
tradition, were recaptured Satur- 
day while taking afternoon tea. 
Ian Oppenshaw and John Corbett 
were arrested at a house less than 
1.5 kilometres from high-security 
Dartmoor prison in Devon,, 
southwest England, an area 
famous for its-cream teas. Police - 
said the escaped prisoners stop- 
ped at a house and asked for a. 
cup of tea. A woman brewed' up 
and then telephoned- the author- ... 
ities. 










